Prayer Book






School Prefect’s Oath

One who is put in authority over others and accepts the
office of School Prefect, undertakes duties to the best of
her abilities, recognizing the high standards of ethics and
leadership which the student body expects of individuals
representing their collective interests.

She must herself strictly obey the rules of the school, if she
is to see that others also do so.

She must not be tempted to court popularity; but she can
remember that if she does her duty well and fairly, she will
win respect.

Prefects will understand and uphold, in letter and spirit, the
rules and regulations governing their conduct.

A School Prefect accepts an office of responsibility, trust
and honour.

The School Prefects are expected to create an
environment where all Prefects pursue the highest possible
level of performance and personal development for
themselves and for the entire student body.

If you are willing to do your best you will answer to the
question I now put to you. Will you ----------------—- accept the
position and responsibility of the school and
carry out the duties that go with it to the best of your ability .

[, e the newly elected of the School,
do solemnly pledge to abide by the rules and regulations of
the school; work impartially and tirelessly for the
upliftment of the institution and promise to shoulder the
responsibilities 'without Fear and Favour' to keep the
school flag fluttering high.



House Prefect’s Oath

The newly elected House Prefect and Vice-House Prefect
do solemnly pledge to abide by the rules and regulations of
the school and promise to work hard for the upliftment of
the House and maintain the Set Standard of the House
always 'without Fear or Favour'.

Do you House girls Promise to abide by the
rules and regulations of the school?

Do you House girls promise to remain loyal to
the House?

Do you House girls promise to cooperate with
House Prefect?

Do you House girls promise to participate in all

the activities of the House and the School?

Then take a pledge to remain true
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Oh God, the Protector, the basis of all life, Who is self-
existent, Who is free from all pains and Whose contact frees
the soul from all troubles, Who pervades the Universe and
sustains all, the Creator and Energizer of the whole
Universe, the Giver of happiness, Who is worthy of
acceptance, the most excellent, Who is Pure and the Purifier
of all, let us embrace that very God, so that He may direct
our mental faculties in the right direction.
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SCHOOL ANTHEM

We are all praises for you,

We worship and adore you.
VDJS we love you ...

You are more like an oasis,
Set to keep up all the promises,

Meet the quest of healthy minds,

For learning, knowledge, life divine.
VDJS we love you ...

Your fragrance must go high,
Ever reaching up the sky,

And round the earth so vast,
That all your dreams may come true.
VDJS we love you ...

'Knowledge is power’ is your voice,
Love, above all, is your choice,
You train us with care-fair ,loving and benign,

For life with a purpose-precious, noble & divine.
VD]JS we love you ...



PLEDGE

India is my country.
All Indians are
my brothers and sisters.

[ love my country

and am proud

of its rich and

varied heritage.

[ shall always

strive to be worthy of it.

[ shall respect my
parents, teachers
and all elders

and treat everyone
with courtesy.

To my country and
my people

[ pledge my devotion.
In their well-being
and prosperity alone
lies my happiness.



PRAYER BEFORE CLASS
ALL FOR THE GREATER HONOUR AND GLORY OF GOD

0 my God, teach me to love You, with all my heart. Help me
never to displease You, by any wicked thing. Strengthen my
weakness. Help me to fight on, in time of temptation, and
when 1 feel afraid. Help me to think the right things, to
speak the right things, to do the right things, so that I may
be a help to my friends and to all others around me. Bless
my country, my parents, my teachers, my brothers and
sisters, and all who do good to me. Grant that one day, we

may all come safely home to Heaven.
Amen

MORNING PRAYER

God Almighty,

you have brought us safely,

to the beginning of this day,

Defend us today, by your mighty power,
so that we may not fall into sin.

Guide us with your wisdom,

which will enable us at all times,

to know what to do.

Make us know when to speak,

and when to be silent;

make us know when to act, and when to wait.

Protect us, all our teachers

and parents, brothers and sisters,
so that in all our thoughts,

words and actions,

we may be so guided by you,

as to do always,

hat is holy i ight.
what is holy in your sig 5 Amen



PRAYER BEFORE EXAMINATION

0! God of wisdom and power,

we beseechyou,

tolookkindly uponus,

aswe are about to face our examination.

Enlighten our minds,
soastorecall to our memory,
all that we have learnt

all that we have grasped.

We have used every talent,

You have given us.

We askyouthen,

foryour strength,

foryour guidance,

as we face this tedious task,
aswe stand imploring your help.
We humbly ask you to accept,
the fruit of our hard work.

0 God, my Holy Protector, who grants the prayer of those
who are coming to you, for help. I take refuge in you. I
humbly request you to help me in my examination. You
know thatThad been working hard and have learntas much
asIcanbut, I donotdepend on that, alone.  know that your
help and blessings are urgently needed. I earnestly come to
you so that my mind may be enlightened and I can answer
all the questions in the best possible manner. 0 God, my
loving Protector, I put my trust in you so that [ may get a
creditable pass in this Examination. I place myself in your
loving care and entirely in your hands.

9 Amen



PRAYER OF A STUDENT

0 God,

from whom all wisdom and knowledge proceed,

help us to do our studies well.

Open our minds to the truth,

wipe out all our prejudices.

Let us not mistake fiction for facts,

and fanciful theories for science.

Make us diligent and constant

in the pursuit of learning.

Give us attentive minds, Lord, keen and alert,

so that we can concentrate, and grasp our lessons.

Give us eager minds

to learn something new every day.

And may our aim always be

to pierce the veil of the visible world, to reach you,

O invisible, eternal and unchangeable Truth.
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us,
lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

Amen
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PRAYER BEFORE MEALS

Bless us, O Lord
and the food which
we are about to
receive from Thy
bounty through
Almighty our Lord!

Amen

PRAYER AFTER MEALS

We give you thank Almighty Lord
for all the bounties
You have showered us with.
Bless us, our family and our
loved ones and blessed be those
hands who care for us.

Amen

PRAYER FOR THE POOR

Make us worthy. Lord, to serve our fellow men throughout

the world who live and die in poverty and hunger.
Give them through our hands this day their daily bread,

And by our understandinglove, give peace and joy.
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PRAYERS FOR A NEW DAY

Lord behold our family here assembled. We thank Thee for
this place in which we dwell; for the love that unites us, for
the peace accorded to us this day; for the hope with which
we expect the morrow, for the health, the work, the food
and the bright skies that make our lives delightful. Let
peace abound in all our company. Purge out of every heart
the lurking grudge. Give us grace and strength to forbear
and to persevere. Offenders ourselves, give us the grace to
acceptand forgive offenders. Forgetful ourselves, help us to
bear cheerfully the forgetfulness of others. Give us courage
and gaiety and quiet mind. Spare to us our friends, soften to
us our enemies. Give us the strength to encounter that
which is to come, so that we may be brave in peril, constant
in tribulation, temperate in wrath and in all changes of
fortune and down to the gates of death, loyal and loving one
to another.

The day returns and brings us back to our round of
duties. Help us to play the man; help us to perform our
task with laughter and kind faces; let cheerfulness
abound with industry. Help us to go blithely on our
business all this day; bring us to our resting beds weary
and content and undishonoured, and grant us in the end
the gift of sleep.

12



PRAYERS FOR SERVICE

Master, give us this day hard work to do, work that will
stretch our muscles and engross our minds, work that will
employ all our powers of body, intellect and heart, if our
work appointed this day be study and training for life,
reveal unto us our responsibility for the future: teach us
that every faculty of body and mind must be faithfully
prepared so that when our time comes we may go forth as
fit instruments for service; weapons, polished and keen
where-with we may fight the battle of righteousness and
truth vanquishing error, oppression and wrong. If our work
be training and teaching of others then make our minds
pure and humble so that no stain of selfishness or lethargy,
or mean purpose or low ideas may tarnish this weighty and
honourable service which has been committed to our
charge.

Master Divine, we bring to thee the task of this day, above
all, the great task of being the man thou would'st have us to
be, of fulfilling thy ambitions for us. Grant unto us a zeal to
work with thee to co-operate in thy purpose for our lives.
We know that for each one of us thou hast a great and
glorious future in store, if only we will give thee freedom to
work outthatfutureinus.

Help us therefore, to give thee full scope in our lives, that in
serving thee and in serving our fellowmen, we may fulfill
thy Ambition for us. Teach us, good Lord, to serve thee as
thou deserveth, to give and not to count the cost, to fight
and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest,
to labour and not to look for any reward, save that of

knowingthat we do thy will.
13



PRAYERS FOR FREEDOM OF MIND

Where the mind is without fear and the head is held
high; where knowledge is free; where the world has not
been broken up into fragments by narrow domestic
walls; where words come out from the depth of truth;
where tireless striving stretches its arms towards
perfection; where the clear stream of reason has not lost
its way into the dreary desert sand of dead habit; where
the mind is led forward by Thee into ever widening
thought and action - into that heaven of freedom, my
Father, let my country awake.

Grant that we here may be set free from fear, from fear of
evil; from fear of weakness; from fear of pain; and may
spend the day without dishonour to ourselves or hurt to
others and when evening comes we may lie down in peace.

Deliver us from mean hopes and cheap pleasures from
seeking favour or from shirking hardships. Have mercy on
each in his failings; let him be not cast down, support the
stumbling on the way and give atlastrestto the weary.
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PRAYER FOR HELP

God, help me to be patient and make those who love me
patient. Forgive and help them to forgive me if [ am
unreasonable or demanding or when Ilose my temper over
little things. When [ am in the wrong, give me the grace to
admit it wholly, neither offering excuses nor trying to shift
the blame. Make me more honest in my thinking, more
charitable in my opinion.

PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE

Lord, receive our prayers for this school and this
country. Protect the innocent, restrain the greedy and
the treacherous, and lead us out of our tribulation into a
quiet land. Look down upon ourselves and upon our
absent dear ones. Help us and them; prolong our days in
peace and honour. Give us health, food, bright weather,
and light hearts. If we plan to do evil, frustrate our will. If
we plan to do good, further our endeavours. Cause
injuries to be forgotten and kindness to be remembered.
Let us lie down at night without fear, so that we awake
and arise tomorrow full of strength and joy.

15



PRAYERS FOR GUIDANCE

Creator, open our hearts to peace and healing between all
people.

Creator, open our hearts to provide and protect for all
children of the earth.

Creator, open our hearts to respect for the earth, and all the
gifts of the earth.

Creator, open our hearts to end exclusion, violence, and
fearamongall.

Thank you for the gifts of this day and every day.

O God, give me clean hands, clean words and clean
thoughts. Help me to stand for the hard right against the
easy wrong. Save me from habits that harm; teach me to
work as hard, and to playas fair, in thy sight alone as ifall the
world saw. Forgive me when I am unkind and help me to
forgive those who are unkind to me. Keep me ready to help
others at some cost to myself and give me chances to do
some good every day.

0 Lord, may we be taught not only thy will, but how to do it.
Teach us the best way of doing the best thing, lest we spoil
the end by unworthy means.

16



PRAYER FOR FORTITUDE

Lord and King we pray Thee this day for courage
to face unpopularity for the sake of truth; for courage to
declare boldly our convictions, though they make us
despised; for courage to break with evil custom and evil
opinion, even though for so doing we are shunned and
outcast. Give us strong hearts that will not fear what any
man will do unto us. Confident in the power of truth,
give us a spirit of boldness that we may trample on our
fear of our fellows, being strong and very courageous.

PRAYER FOR AMENDMENT

In some ways we are evil O God, help us to see itand amend.
In some ways we are good, help us to be better. Recreate in
us the soul of service, the spirit of peace; renew in us the
sense of joy, the sense of the power of good.

PRAYER FOR ACT OF SORROW

My God, I detest all the sins of my life. I am sorry for them,
because they have offended You my God, Who is so good. I
resolve never to commit sin any more. My good God, pity
me, have mercy on me, forgive me.

17



THANKS GIVING PRAYER

King of the world, we thank Thee for the beginning of a
new day, for the dim twilight, the glowing sunrise, for
the new hops and the new opportunities, and for the new
consciousness of Thine abiding care. Give us courage and
strength for our work today, give us steadfastness of
purpose, patience and humility and help us to speak the
truth.

We return thanks to our mother, the earth, which sustains
us.

We return thanks to the rivers and streams, which
supply us with water.

We return thanks to all herbs, which furnish
medicines for the cure of our diseases.

We return thanks to the moon and stars, which have
given to us their light when the sun was gone.

We return thanks to the sun that has looked upon the
earth with a beneficent eye.

Lastly, we return thanks to the Great Spirit, in
whom is embodied all goodness, and Who directs all
things for the good of Her children.

18



THANKS GIVING PRAYER

For cities and towns, factories and farms, flowers and trees,

seaand sky.
Lord we praise You for the world and its beauty. For family

and friends, neighbours and cousins Lord, we thank You for
friendship and love. For kind hearts, smiling faces, and
helping hands Lord, we praise You for those who care for
others. For commandments that teach us how to live Lord,
we thank You for those who help us to understand your

laws.
And for making us one family on earth, the children of One

God-Lord we praise You, who made all people different, yet
alike.

Creator of all joys and beauty, we are blessed by Thee this
morning for Thy bright world, for the sunshine on the hills,
for the mist on the rivers, for birds and beasts, mountains,
plains and forests all giving glory to Thee in the radiance of
the new dawn. We thank Thee that we may look, as Thou
lookest, upon all the beauty of the earth. O Master, lover of
beauty and joy, make our hearts simple and trustful, make
our wills lowly and pure, that we may share in Thy will
whereby is created and upheld all the joy and the beauty of
this, Thy great universe.
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A TEACHER’S PRAYER

Enable me to teach with wisdom for I help to shape the
mind.

Equip me to teach with truth for I help to shape the
conscience.

Encourage me to teach with vision for I help to shape the
future.

Empower me to teach with love for I help to shape the
world.

Send Thy peace O Lord, which is perfect and everlasting,
thatour souls may radiate peace.

Send Thy peace O Lord, that we may think, act and speak
harmoniously.

Send Thy peace O Lord, that we may be contented and
thankful for Thy bountiful gifts.

Send Thy peace O Lord, thatamidst our worldly strife,

we may enjoy Thy bliss.

Send Thy peace O Lord, that we may endure all, tolerate
all, in the thought of Thy grace and mercy.

Send Thy peace O Lord, that our lives may become a
divine vision and in Thy light, all darkness may vanish.
Send Thy peace O Lord, our Father and Mother, that we
Thy children on Earth may all unite in one family prayer
for peace.

20



PRAYER FOR STRENGTH

This is my prayer, my Lord - strike, strike at the
root of penury in my heart. Give me the strength to
make my love fruitful in service. Give me the strength
never to disown those who are poor and weak, or bend
my knees before insolent mind. Give me the strength to
raise my mind high above little things and to learn to
live with nobility, with courage and with truth, and give
me the energy always to work forward my ideals so that
in my life I may reveal some of the glory and wonder
thathas shoneinthelives of the great men of the past.

PRAYER FOR REMEMBERANCE

Earth teach me stillness as the grasses are stilled with light.
Earth teach me suffering as old stones suffer with memory.
Earth teach me humility as blossoms are humble with
beginning.

Earth Teach me caring as the mother who secures her
young.

Earth teach me courage as the tree which stands alone.
Earth teach me limitation as the ant which crawls on the
ground.

Earth teach me freedom as the eagle which soars in the sky.
Earth teach me resignation as the leaves which die in the
fall.

Earth teach me regeneration as the seed which rises in the
spring.

Earth teach me to forget myself as melted snow forgets its
life.

Earth teach me to remember kindness as dry fields weep in
therain.

21



PRAYER FOR LOVING

May we love ever more.

May we motivate ourselves to committed love in action.
May we motivate ourselves to live the life we wish to see
in the world.

May we be the transformation we wish to see in the world.
Fromtheinside out...

From the roots branching upwards...

Fromthe heart

to thought

toword

To action.

Through life's trials and hardships we can arise beautiful
and free.

PRAYER FOR PEACE

Almighty God and Creator, You are the Father of all

people onthe earth.
Guide, I pray all the nations and their leaders in the ways

ofjustice and peace.
Protect us from the evils of injustice, prejudice,

exploitation, conflictand war.
Help us to put away mistrust, bitterness and hatred.

Teach us to cease the storing and using of implements of

war.
Lead usto find justice, peace and freedom.
Unite us in the making and creating of the tools of peace

againstignorance, poverty, disease and oppression.
Grant that we may grow in harmony and friendship as

brothers and sisters created in Your image, to Your honour
and praise.

22



PRAYER TO THE GREAT SPIRIT

Oh, Great Spirit

Whose voice I hear in the wind,

Whose breath gives life to the world,

Hear me!

[ come to you as one of your many children.

[ am small and weak.

I need your strength and wisdom.

May I walk in beauty.

Make my eyes behold the red and purple sunset.

Make my hands respect the things that you have made,
And my ears sharp to hear your voice.

Make me wise so that I may know the things

That you have taught your children,

The lessons that you have hidden in every leaf and rock.
Make me strong, not to be superior to my

brothers, but to be able to fight my greatest enemy:
myself.

Make me ever ready to come to you with straight

eyes, so that

When life fades as the faded sunset

My spirit will come to you without shame.

23



PRAYERS FOR THE COUNTRY

Eternal Lord, grant us a vision of our country as she might
be a land of justice-where no one shall prey on others; a
land of plenty-where vice and poverty will cease to exist; a
land of brotherhood-where all success shall be founded on
service and honour given to nobleness alone: a land of
peace-where order shall not rest on force but on the love of
all for the country-the great mother of the common life and
wealth. Hear thou, 0 Lord, the prayer of all our hearts, as we
each pledge our time, strength and thought, to speed the
day of her coming beauty and righteousness. O God, guide
all those to whom is committed the responsibility of
government and leadership of this land, grant to them the
gift of wisdom, understanding and unswerving loyalty to
the good of our people so that freedom, justice and equality
may come among us and all men have power and
opportunity to live according to thy will.

Let the earth and the water, the air and
the fruits of my country be sweet,
My God.

Let the homes and marts, the forests
and fields of my country be full,

My God.

Let the promises and hopes, the deeds and
words of my country be true,

My God.

Let the lives and hearts of the sons and
daughters of my country be one,
My God.
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PRAYER

My salvation is in the light of the sky,
In the dust and grass of the Earth.

My salvation is in the melody
That takes me beyond the
Boundaries of the body and mind.

My salvation is in the hearts of multitude.
My salvation is in taking up hard task
Daring pain and danger.

In my quest for Salvation,
May I offer my ego to the fire
At the altar of the Creator.

PRAYER

If they answer not to thy call walk alone,
If they are afraid and cower mutely facing the wall,
O Thou of evil luck,
Open the mind and speak out alone.

If they turn away, and desert you when
Crossing the wilderness,
O thou of evil luck,
Trample the thorns under thy tread,
And along the blood-lined track travel alone.

If they do not hold up the light
When the night is troubled with storm,
0 thou of evil luck,

With the thunder flame of pain
Ignite thine own heart
And let it burn alone.

25



MAKE ME A CHANNEL OF YOUR PEACE

Make me a channel of Your peace
Where there is hatred, let me bring Your love,
Where there is injury, Your pardon Lord
And where there's doubt, true faith in You.

Make me a channel of Your peace,
Where there's despair in life let me bring hope,
Where there is darkness - only light,

And where there's sadness, ever joy.

Oh Master, grant that [ may never seek,
So much to be consoled as to console,
To be understood, as to understand
To be loved, as to love with all my soul.

Make me a channel of Your peace,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
In giving to all men that we receive,
And in dying that we're born to eternal life.

WE SHALL OVERCOME

We shall overcome (2)
We shall overcome some day,
Oh deep in my heart I do believe
We shall overcome some day.

We shall live in peace (2)
We shall live in peace some day,
Oh deep in my heart I do believe
We shall live in peace some day.

We shall all be one (2)
We shall all be one some day,
Oh deep in my heart I do believe
We shall all be one some day.

26



MORE LOVE

More love, more power
More of You in our lives.
More love, more power
More of You in our lives.

We will worship You with all of our heart
We will worship You with all of our mind
We will worship You with all of our strength
Ever..Forever...

More peace, more faith
More of You in our lives.
More peace, more faith
More of You in our lives.

We will worship You with all of our sense

We will worship You with all of our hope

We will worship You with all of our being
Ever..Forever...

More love, more power
More of You in our lives.
More love, more power
More of You in our lives.

We will worship You with all of our heart
We will worship You with all of our mind
We will worship You with all of our strength
Ever..Forever...

27



GIVE ME OIL IN MY LAMP

Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning
Give me oil in my lamp, I pray.
Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning
Keep me burning till the break of day.

Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosanna!
Sing Hosanna to the King of kings.
Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosannal!
Sing Hosanna to the King.

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising
Give me joy in my heart, I pray.
Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising
Keep me praising till the break of day.

Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosannal!
Sing Hosanna to the King of kings.
Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosannal!
Sing Hosanna to the King of kings.

Give me love in my heart, keep me serving
Give me love in my heart I pray.
Give me love in my heart keep me serving
Keep me serving till the break of day.

Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosannal!
Sing Hosanna to the King of kings.
Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosanna!
Sing Hosanna to the King of kings.

28



COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS

When upon life's billows you are tempest-tossed,
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost,
Count your many blessings, name them one by one,

And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.

Count your blessings, name them one by one,
Count your blessings, see what God hath done!
Count your blessings, name them one by one,

Count your many blessings, see what God hath done.

Are you ever burdened with a load of care?
Does the cross seem heavy you are called to bear?
Count your many blessings, every doubt will fly,
And you will keep singing as the days go by.

Count your blessings, name them one by one,
Count your blessings, see what God hath done!

Count your blessings, name them one by one,
Count your many blessings, see what God hath done.

Count your many blessings, see what God hath done.
Count your many blessings, see what God hath done.
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PLUCK THIS LITTLE FLOWER

Ch. Pluck this little flower
And take it, delay not I fear
Lest it droop and drop into the dirt.

1. It may not find a place in my garland
But honour it with the touch of pain
From thy hand and pluck it.

2. I fear lest the day and before
[ am aware and the time of offering go by.

3. Though its colour be not deep
And its smell be faint.

4. Use this flower in thy service
And pluck it while there's time.

SONG

Stand before my eyes and let

Thy glance touch my songs into a flame.
Stand among thy stars and let

me find kindled in their lights

my own fire of worship.

The earth is waiting at the world's wayside.
Stand on the green mantle

she has flung upon thy path

And let me feel in her grass and meadow flowers
the spread of my own salutation.

Stand in my lonely evening

where my heart watches alone;

Fill her cup of solitude and

let me feel in me the infinity of Thy Love.
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JUSTICE

Lord,
You have trusted every man with your
Scepter of Justice.

You have reposed your faith in us
To bring justice to those who are helpless
and suffer the arrogance of the mighty.

Where mercy is a mere act of weakness and cowardice,
Lord, command me to be merciless.

One who sins and the one who tolerates the sin meekly,
May both perish in your wrath like grass in a forest fire.

Let me always bear in mind that
True justice is done when at the end,
The one who gives the verdict comes down
from his seat
To the level of the one who receives it
And both share the pain.

LET THY LOVE PLAY UPON MY VOICE
Ch. Let thy love play upon my voice
And rest on my silence.

1. Letit pass through my heart into all my movements
Let thy love like stars shine in the darkness of my sleep.
And dawn in my awakening.

2. Letitburn in the flame of my desires.
And flow in all currents of my own love.

3. Let me carry thy love like a harp does its music
And give it back to thee at last with my life.
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SONG

Lead, kindly light, amid the encircling gloom
Lead Thou me on:

The night is dark and I am far from home,

Lead Thou me on,

Keep Thou my feet. I do not ask to see

The distant scene; one step enough for me.

[ was not ever thus, nor prayed that Thou
Shouldst lead me on

[ loved to choose and see my path, but now

Lead thou me on

I loved the garish day, and spite of, and, spite of fears,
Pride ruled my will: remember not past years.

So long Thy power hath blest me, sure it still Will
lead me on,

O'er moor and fen, o'er crag and torrent, tell

The night is gone,

And with the mom those angel faces smile,
Which [ have loved long since, and lost awhile.

HE COMES

Ch. Have you not heard his silent steps
He comes comes ever comes.

1. Every moment and every age
every day and every night.

2. In the rainy gloom of July night
On the thundering chariot of clouds.

3. Insorrow after sorrow
It is his steps that press upon my heart
And it is the golden touch of his feet
That makes my joy to shine.
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SONG

There are numerous strings in your lute,
Let me add my own among them,

Then when you smite your chords,

My heart will break its silence,

And my heart will be one with your song.
Amidst your numberless stars,

Let me place my own little lamp,

In the dance of your festival of lights,

My heart will throb,

And my life will be one with your smile.

LORD I'VE COME TO YOUR GARDEN

Lord I've come to your garden
To see what grows there today
Lord I've come to your garden
To love, to work and to pray.

In your garden blows a cold cold wind
That chills the hearts of men

Over your garden rests a dull grey sky
What is the colour of Sin.

Green grows the grass on your hillside Lord
Red is the valley floor

Blue is the mist on your mountain tops
What is the colour of war.
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SHOWERS OF BLESSINGS

Ch. Showers of blessing, showers of blessing we need

There shall be showers of blessings
This is the promise of love.
There shall be seasons refreshing
Sent from the Saviour above

Mercy drops round us are falling
But for the showers we plead.
There shall be showers of blessing.

Precious reviving again
Over the hills and the valleys
Sound of abundance of rain
There shall be showers of blessing

Send them up on us O Lord
Grant to us now a refreshing
Come and now honour Thy word
There shall be showers of blessing

O that today they might fall

Now as to God where we are confessing
Now as on our Lord we call.
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GRATEFUL HYMN OF PRAISE

For the beauty of the earth,

For the beauty of the skies,

For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies,

Lord of all, to Thee we raise-
This our grateful hymn of praise.

For the beauty of each hour,

Of the day and of the night,

Hill and vale, and tree and bower,
Sun and moon and stars of light.
Lord of all.........

For the joy of human love,

Brother; sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth, and friends above,
Pleasures pure and undefiled,

Lord of all.........

For each perfect gift of Thine,

To our race so freely given,

Graces human and divine,

Flowers of earth and buds of heaven,
Lord of all..........
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SONG

As pants the heart for cooling streams
When heated in the chase,

So longs my soul, 0 God, for Thee,
And Thy refreshing grace.

For Thee, my God, the living God,
My thirsty soul doth pine:

O when shall I behold Thy face,
Thou majesty divine?

Why restless, why cast down, my soul?
Hope still, and thou shalt sing .

The praise of Him who is thy God,

Thy health's eternal spring.

SONG

[vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above,

Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love:
Thelove that asks no question, the love that stands the test,
Thatlays upon the altar the dearestand the best;

Thelove that never falters, the love that pays the price,
Thelove that makes undaunted the final sacrifice.

And there's another country, I've heard oflong ago,

Most dear to them that love her, most great to them that
know;

We may not counther armies, we may not see her King;

Her fortressisa faithful heart, her pride is suffering;

And soul by soul and silently her shining boundsincrease,
And her ways are ways of gentleness and

all her paths are peace.
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NEARER, MY GOD

Nearer, my God, to thee,
Nearer to thee!

E'en though it be a cross
That raiseth me;

Still all my song shall be,
Nearer, my God, to thee,
Nearer to thee!

Though, like the wanderer,

The sun gone down,

Darkness comes over me,

My rest a stone, Yet in my dreams I'd be
Nearer, my God, to thee,

Nearer to thee!

There let my way appear

Steps unto heaven,

All that thou sendest me

In mercy given; Angels to beckon me
Nearer, my God to thee,

Nearer to thee!

Then, with my waking thoughts
Bright with thy praise,

Out of my stony griefs

Beth-ell'll raise; So by my woes to be
Nearer, my God, to thee,

Nearer to thee!
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SONG

Take my life, and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to thee;

Take my moments and my days
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move
At the impulse of thy love.

Take my feet, and let them be
Swift and beautiful for thee.

Take my voice, and let me sing
Always, only for my King;

Take my lips, and let them be
Filled with messages from thee.
Take my silver and my gold;

Not a mite would I withold.

Take my intellect, and use

Every power as thou shalt choose.

Take my will, and make it thine;
It shall be no longer mine.

Take my heart: it is thine own;
It shall be thy royal throne.
Take my love; my Lord, I pour
At thy feet its treasure-store.
Take myself, and [ will be

Ever, only, all for thee.
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SONG

Loving Shepherd of thy sheep,
Keep thy lamb, in safety keep;
Nothing can thy power withstand,
None can pluck me from thy hand.

Loving Saviour, thou didst give
Thine own life that we might live,
And the hands outstretched to bless
Rear the cruel nails' impress.

[ would praise thee every day,
Gladly all thy will obey,

Like thy blessed ones above
Happy in thy precious love.

Loving Shepherd, ever near,

Teach thy lamb thy voice to hear;
Suffer not my steps to stray

From the straight and narrow way.

Where thou leadest [ would go,
Walking in thy steps below,
Till before my Father’s throne

[ shall know as I am known.
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SONG

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide;
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.

Swift to its close ebbs out life’'s little day;
Earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all around I see:

0 thou who changest not, abide with me.

[ need thy presence every passing hour;

What but thy grace can foil the tempter's power?
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.

I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless;

[lls have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
[ triumph still, if thou abide with me.

Hold thou thy Cross before my closing eyes;

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies:
Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.
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SWEET HOUR OF PRAYER

Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer,
That calls me from a world of care,

And bids me at my Father's throne,

Make all my wants and wishes known!

In seasons of distress and grief,

My soul has often found relief,

And oft escaped the tempter's snare

By thy return, sweet hour of prayer.

Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer
The joys I feel, the bliss I share

Of those whose anxious spirits burn

With strong desires for thy return!

With such I hasten to the place,

Where God my Saviour shows His face,
And gladly take my station there,

And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer.

Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer
Thy wings shall my petition bear

To Him, whose truth and faithfulness
Engage the waiting soul to bless:

And since He bids me seek His face,
Believe His Word, and trust His grace,

I'll cast on Him my every care,

And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer.

41



FOR THE FALLEN

Ovalianthearts, who to your glory came

Through dust of conflict and through battle flame;
Tranquil youlie, your knightly virtue proved,
Your memory hallowed in the land you loved.

Proudly you gathered, rank on rank, to war,
Aswhohadheard God's message froma far;
Allyou had hoped for, all you had, you gave

To save mankind yourselves you scorned to save.

Splendid you passed, the great surrender made,
Into the light that never more shall fade;

Deep your contentmentin thatblestabode.
Who waitthe last clear trumpet-call of God.

Longyearsago, as earth lay dark and still,
Rosealoud cryuponalonelyhill,

While in the frailty of our human clay,

Christ, our Redeemer, passed the self-same way.

Still stands his Cross !Tom thatdread hour to this,
Like some bright star above the dark abyss;

Still, through the veil, the Victor's pitying eyes
Look down to bless ourlesser Calvaries.

These were his servants, in his steps they trod,
Following through death the martyred Son of God;
Victor he rose; victorious too shall rise

They who have drunk his cup of sacrifice.

Orisen Lord, a Shepherd of our dead,

Whose Cross has brought them and whose staffhasled,
In glorious hope their proud and sorrowingland
Commits her children to thy gracious hand.
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PRAYER FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS
FOR FOUNDER

Almighty God, the giver of all good things, we thank Thee
for the labours and the gifts of our Founder, and those who
have improved this School; for all who have been its
benefactors; for all who have taught and ministered within
its walls and for their words of life, for their understanding
influence; for the happy comradeship and abiding
friendships which had here their home; for all memories of
the past which ennoble and satisfy the present, recalling us
to fresh ardours and the gallant hopes of youth. We thank
Thee for making us partakers in this goodly heritage, and
for all Thy manifold blessings to us in this place. Grant that
we may hand down to our successors all the good which
has been handed down to us, and may be enabled to add
thereto.

COMMEMORATION DAY PRAYER

Dear God - As we enter the School, we give thanks for the __
years that Vidya Devi Jindal School Community has been
educating and guiding students.

We have come together as a community of believers.
Students, Staff and Families have come together to learn,
play and worship in a caring environment.

How fortunate we have been!

Bless all of the staff and students of our beloved school.
Bless and guide us for many years to come. Teach us to
value honesty, hard work and joy. Teach us to appreciate
the unique gifts of ourselves and others. Let us join
together to be peacemakers and makers of the future, who
recognize the presence of God within each of us.

Welove you, we praise you, we thank you.
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FOR THE SCHOOL

Grant, O God, that as the years pass by there may go forth
from this School a great company of men and women who
shall serve faithfully in their different professions for the
welfare of their fellow-men and for the good of India. Help
them to realise their responsibilities as members of our
School. May nothing they do or say tarnish its good name,
may loyalty among its members mark their common life,
may the love of all that is good and honest flourish and
abound.

FOR THE GOVERNORS

O Almighty God, bless with Thy wisdom and Thy love the
Governors of this School, be with them and guide them in
their deliberations and grant that they may use their
talents for the welfare of the School, now and always.

FOR THE STAFF AND PREFECTS

O Heavenly Father, we pray for those appointed to hold
office in this School. May Thy Spirit direct and control them
at all times in the carrying out of their duties. Fill their
hearts with loyalty, courage, and patience, so that in all
things they may seek Thy glory and the well-being of the
School.

FOR THE OLD GIRLS

0 Lord give Thy blessings to our Old Girls. Guide them so
that they may always so order their lives as to be worthy of
their heritage in the fellowship of this foundation and by
their examples help to establish a brotherhood amongst all
men, now and always.
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FOR THE NEW GIRLS

May the beautiful sky, the red soil and the warmth of
VDJS family embrace the new students today and always.

May this place be their home for life.

May they forever grow towards the light and freedom of the
sky with their roots firmly

entrenched in the soil.

Help those, O God, who are joining our School, and who
have left home for the first time. We remember how
friendless and strange we ourselves felt, how welcoming
was the voice of friendship and guidance in the difficulties
of school life. May those of us who have been here longer
help them as we ourselves were helped. May they soon
realize our great traditions, and prove themselves worthy
of them. And when they grow older, may they show
themselves worthy of their heritage.

FOR THE BEGINNING OF THE TERM

Lord, we stand in Thy presence here atthe beginning of this
new term. We do not know what lies before us but it will be
the road to womanhood, and we would face it with courage
and with confidence. Take this School into Thy hands, we
pray Thee; help us to get rid of all that is mean and
unworthy from our midst; help us to help and not hinder
one another; help us to work out here a way of living which
shall be worthy of Thee.
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FOR THE END OF THE TERM

O God! We praise Thee for the gift of this Term for its
healthy discipline and its healthy freedom; for the joy of
effort and the joy of rest; for the inspiration of human
friendship.

FOR THOSE LEAVING THE SCHOOL

May Thy presence go with all whose days among us in
school now draw to their close. Preserve them under Thy
protection; keep them loyal to the ideals they have learned;
guide them to the work in life Thou hast for them to do; and
grant that, as faithful stewards, they may freely and
generously share with others those good gifts which Thou
hast here bestowed upon them, to Thy glory and the
blessing of Thy world.

DIWALI PRAYER

The Gods are looking down on us,
Wake up, All children of the Earth, wake up
Bring out the light within you
Conquer the dark
Sing the victory of light.
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A BIRTHDAY PRAYER

0 God, [ thank You for giving me another year of life.

I thank you for all the people who have remembered me
today, and who have sent me cards, and letters, and good
wishes, and presents. I thank you for everything which I
have been abled by You to do and to be in the pastyear.
Ithankyou for all the experiences of the pastyear;

For times of success which will always be happy memories;
For times of failure which reminded me of my own
weakness and of my need of you; For times of joy when the
sun was shining; For times of sorrow which drove me to
You.

Forgive me

For the hours I have wasted; For the chances I failed to take;
For the opportunities I missed in the pastyear;

Forgive me for not making of life all that I might have made
of it and could have made of it; and help me in the days
which lie ahead to make this the best year yet, and in it to
bring credit to myself, happiness to my loved ones, and joy
to You.

ThisIaskfor God's sake.
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IN TIME OF WORRY AND ANXIETY

0 God, You know how worried and anxious I am about....
Help me to be sensible, and to see that worrying about

things does not make them any better.
Help me to be trustful, and to do all that I can, and then to

leave therestto You.
Help me to be sure that nothing can happen to me through

which you cannot bring me in safety; and that nothing can
separate me from your love.

Help me to lose my anxiety in the certainty that your
everlasting arms are underneath me and about; and give
me something of the peace which the world cannot give,
and cannot ever take away; through our Lord. Amen

IN THE TIME OF ILLNESS

0 God, our Father, bless and help in the illness which has
come upon him.

Give him courage and patience, endurance and
cheerfulness to bear all weakness and all pain; and give him
a peaceful mind, which will make his recovery all the
quicker.

Give to all doctors, surgeons and nurses who attend him,
skill on their hands, wisdom in their minds and gentleness
and sympathy in their hearts.

Help us not to worry too much, but to leave our loved one in
the hands of wise and skillful men who have the gift of
healing, and in Your hands.

Lord come to us and to our loved one this day and at this
time, and show us that Your healing touch has never lost its
ancient power. This we ask for Your love's sake. Amen
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AFTER A QUARREL

0 God, You know that today I have broken your
commandment of love, and that | have parted with my
brother in anger. Even if | have been wronged and insulted,
teach me how to forgive. Even if I was right, help me to make
the first approach and to take the first step to putting things
right again. Keep me from foolish pride and from
nursing my foolish anger. Help me to be looking at God, that
in Him [ may see the example of how to forgive, and that in
Him [ may find the will and the power to forgive. This I ask
foryourlove's sake.

Amen

DEMISE

Lord,

If through the darkness of our sorrow,
Shines Thy holy lamp
May it be thus.

If death brings us closer
To Thy heavenly abode,
May it be thus.

If my burning pain
Lights a lamp at Thy alter
May it be thus.

If through the mist of my tears
I see Thy merciful eyes,
May it be thus.
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