
IDEALS@VDJS
“ there is more in you than you think”      

- Kurt Hahn

May - July, 2021

VOL:I MAY - JULY 2021 I

Dear Readers, 

Greetings! 

I hope this editorial finds you well. I am proud to announce the launch of the VDJS Round Square 
Quarterly IDEALS. The publication aims to capture the opportunities offered and the learnings 
and rewards garnered by virtue of being associated with RS activities. With the proud distinction 
of being the first girls’ residential school in India to become a global member of the Round Square 
organization in 2004 we have come a long way in a little less than two decades. It would be no 
overstatement to say that today RS is a way of life for us as we go about our ‘daily round of duties’. 
Through the hospitable columns of the IDEALS you will get a peek into the richness of experiences 
that our girls enjoy through the various engagements under the RS umbrella.

VDJS has completed a glorious journey of 37 years as one of the leading residential schools since 
1984, imparting quality education to young girls.  The world in 2021 is a new place, constantly 
reinventing, and education has been the key to equality and empowerment of women. These 
capable, self assured women, groomed in institutions like ours, have significantly contributed to 
the creation of a healthy society. 

VDJS has played a stellar role in nurturing well rounded girls by providing global opportunities to 
them. We believe in developing global competencies, the attitude, knowledge, and skills needed 
to live and work in today’s interconnected world to build a peaceful and inclusive environment by 
becoming responsible citizens of the world. Our Round Square membership helped us providing 
such opportunities for our girls both at regional and international levels. 

Founded in 1966, Round Square is an International Association of 220 schools that share 
a commitment towards personal development and responsibility through the six pillars - 
Internationalism, Democracy, Environment, Adventure, Leadership, and Service.

VDJS commits to addressing each of the pillars of Round Square through a robust pedagogical plan 
and by participation in international exchange programmes, national and international conferences. 
The girls also partake in various national and international community service programmes. This 
platform of being a Round Square member school has acted as a catalyst for our girls to become 
empathetic and informed global citizens who can think independently.

Our RS Calendar for the Year 2020 was choc a bloc with several exciting ventures which had to 
be halted with the sudden unfortunate outbreak of COVID-19. However, in the true spirit of the 
organisation, Round Square central initiated multifarious virtual activities to connect the students 
globally stronger than ever before to meet the challenges of the difficult times. 

The pandemic proved to be a unique opportunity for VDJS girls to explore their talent and creativity 
by collaborating in virtual events offered by RS Central. With no bar on distance and time in the 
virtual mode, a much greater number of girls participated in a large number of international events. 
The new avatar also provided an opportunity to the students with financial constraints as all the 
events were cost-free throughout the pandemic. Events like zoom postcards, virtual conferences, 
collaborations, projects & virtual MUNs helped the girls develop a global outlook and explore 
maximum Round Square IDEALS.

This quarterly will create awareness among students and staff about the opportunities that come 
their way under the Round Square umbrella and showcase the RS activities in which our girls 
participated from May to July 2021. The next issue will come your way in November 2021. 

Happy reading! We welcome your feedback, thoughts, and opinions.

Staff Editor
Aradhna Malik, PGT (Home Science)
Round Square Representative

EDITORIAL
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The Round Square Worldwide Management Team
The work of the Round Square Community is supported and co-ordinated through 
the Worldwide Management Team (WMT) which reports to the Board of Trustees 
through the Chief Executive, working from Round Square’s registered office in 
Windsor in the United Kingdom. 

Rachael Westgarth
Chief Executive

Round Square CEO, Rachael Westgarth 
leads the Worldwide Management Team, 
reports to the Board of Trustees and works 
closely with the RS Membership to shape 
and implement Round Square's strategy 
and direction.

Lt Gen Surendra Kulkarni

Schools’ Support Director
South Asia & the Gulf

Rajbir (Bubbles) Sandhu
Dynamic and charismatic Bubbles has 
been associated with Round Square for 
almost two decades as the Rep at Vivek 
High School, and as RS Mentor and 
Coordinator for the SAAG Region since 
2013. Presently she is the school support 
director of South Asia and Gulf Region. 

The VDJS RS Team

An educationist with 3 decades experience 
MsMehrotra believes in embedding the 
IDEALS in the ethos of the school. Through 
pedagogical and co curricular engagement 
along with collaboration with other schools 
she has ensured that the students internalise 
the core philosophy of Round Square.

Head RS - VDJS
Ms Shalini Mehrotra

RS Representative
Ms Aradhna Malik

Ms Aradhna Malik has 3 decades 
experience in education. As RS Rep 
she helps students acquire a global 
perspective by providing them a range of 
opportunities. She helps students in the 
journey of self actualisation in keeping 
with Dr Kurt Hahn’s words- “There is 
more in us than we know.”

Student Representatives

Round Square Virtual 
Collaborations:

As a Round Square school we have opportunities to collaborate with 
other schools in the network on everything from academic endeavours, to 
conference participation, to cultural discussions and emotional scaffolding 
and everything in between. Students just swap resources or share ideas from 
time to time through various collaborative activities.

One of the most phenomenal efforts made by the Round Square Central 
during the pandemic was collaborative events and initiatives ranging from 
all Round Square IDEALS. In the collaborative events delegates simply 
swap resources, share ideas in relation with; Humanities, Outdoor Education, 
Global Studies, Physical Social and Health Education, STEM, The Arts, 
Languages and Special Education Needs. The aim of these activities has 
been to enhance creativity, reasoning and imagination skills thereby evoking 
appreciation for diversity, inquisitiveness, compassion and self-awareness.
Here are some examples of collaborations between Round Square schools 
and VDJS:

May to July 2021

‘Glides & Dives: Soaring to the End of the World’
20th February to 6th June 2021

(Inspired by the Round Square IDEALs - Environmental Stewardship & 
Internationalism)& Organized by   Maria's Public School,Guwahati 

From February to June, sixteen students from grade IX , Aadhya Khurana, 
Advika Priyadarshi,Arrleen Kaur, Avneet Kaur, Hiya, Manya Khanna, 
Ojal Sheoran, Pari Agarwala, Paridhi Goel, Pearl, Priya Kandoi, Soumya 
Bagra, Siddhi Gupta, Surmayee Saini, Tehzeeb Dalal, Mansha Goyal and 
three staff members, Ms Neelam Sharma, Ms Tanu Tiwari, Ms Aishwarya 
Bhardwaj worked on the project conducted by RS Rep, Mr Biswajit De of 
Maria Public School Guwahati, Assam as a  Round Square Collaborative 
activity‘Glides & Dives - Soaring to the end of the World’. The event 
commenced in the month of February and ended in June. This project aims 
to make students learn about the Migration Routes of the birds, Waders and 
Shorebirds, various threats faced by them by observing and comparing the 
global impacts of climate change & habitat loss worldwide. The girls learnt 
about endangered species which are meant to be preserved to maintain the 
balance in the ecosystem and the activities to be undertaken in collaboration 
with participating schools as per the timelines mutually agreed upon. Good-
going girls! 

Tanvi Rajpuria Tehzeeb DalalNavreet Kaur

RS Regional Trustee

RS Regional Trustee for South Asia and the 
Gulf, Lt. Gen Surendra Kulkarni [Retd.] is 
an alumnus of Round Square School, Mayo 
College, and only the second to head the 
iconic school in 145 years. General Kulkarni 
has received from the President of India the 
highest peace time distinguished service award 
of the Armed Forces, the Param Vishisht Sewa 
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‘’ Metanoia’’ 10th&11th May, 2021
Discover yourself through medium of Art 
Dhirubhai Ambani International School

The virtual event - ‘Metanoia: Discover and Express yourself through the 
Arts’- was centered around self-expression through various Art forms! 
Participants used the platform to interact and share innovative ideas for 
self-expression. Inaya Sharma ,Prachi Rathore, Rayna , Saanvi Mishra 
, Samriddhi Rai & Gaurangi Gautam from Grade VI and VII along with 
Ma’am Suman Poonia (craft teacher)took part in the event  and discovered 
themselves through the medium of  arts and handicrafts. Prominent social 
media influencer, Mr. Ranveer Allahabadia (DAIS Alumni) addressed the 
students as keynote speaker. Through the two-day event – Metanoia, the 
delegates explored their creative side and expressed themselves through 
various forms of Art. The artists identified the use of unconventional media 
to create their artwork. The dancers innovated their dance moves through a 
choreography challenge. The singers and musicians expressed the emotions 
created by playing different chords using musical instruments. Actors 
explored improvisation of scenes and learnt the technical aspects of acting 
as well. The writers explored stories across different cultures and expressed 
their emotions through poems. Students gained through interactions with 
workshop leaders who themselves were experts in their respective fields.

Genesis Global School, Noida hosted a Round Square Virtual Collaborative 
Service Project on 29 th May 2021 through a thought-provoking sharing 
of service projects done 
by the students be-
tween the age group of 
12 to 15. Two students 
from our school Lavan-
ya-VIIA and Saanvi 
Mishra-VIA along with 
the teacher in-charge 
Ms. SeemaRani Mishra 
participated in this Vir-
tual Service Project. 
Through PPTs and vid-
eos the students from 
10 participating schools shared the philanthropic activities that had been 
either undertaken by them or were in the pipeline.  What was remarkable 
was that none of these had any financial bearing. Lavanya and Saanvi pre-
sented a PPT on social service work which they did during the lockdown 
such as donating clothes, school bags, books, toys and fruits, online teaching 
to the needy people and creating awareness regarding the safety rules to be 
followed against corona virus. The girls imbibed the important lesson of 
empathy and sharing.

Art of growing up’’ 13th &14th June2021
A collaboration of shaping minds and hearts of 

the future
Organised by The Millennium School, Dubai- 'The Art of Growing 
up- Collaboration towards shaping the minds and hearts of the future. 
During the two days event,students built awareness on the importance 
of holistic wellbeing as a life skill in the journey of growing up. 
It helped them arrive at a deeper understanding of a mentally and emotionally 
strong person.This collaborative activity of RS helped students to reflect into 
their inner selves, laying emphasis and giving priority to their wellbeing.As 
a takeaway, they co-constructed a Wellbeing Journal which was later on 
shared with participants. In addition, various experts from different fields 
took workshops for students to help them learn about important life skills 
such as Emotional Intelligence, finding meaning and purpose in their lives. 
Mr. Patrick Christopher-Ehler, Dr. Gilda Scarfe, and Mr. Gaurav Kapur 
inspired the students to rethink, redefine their life pathways by practicing 
emotional intelligence and mental toughness. The two days workshop 
helped students to understand why one person succeeds &another struggles 
when the pressure is on.

Booktopia-26th June 2021
A collaborative Event organised by 

Sai International School, Bhubaneswar

Students’ Reflections:
“It was a great opportunity to participate in such a big event and be a part of it. I was a 
partof “IN A BOX - COMICS” Baraza. Participating in the pre-event activity- ‘Character 
CostumeContest (Best Dressed)’ was fun. I am glad to share that I was selected among the 
finalists in thiscontest. It was fun to interact with students from different schools all over 
the world. We had twobaraza sessions for one hour each, in which we did many activities 
and even made a comicscript. The experience was amazing. I learnt a lot about reading, 
books, novels,different genres and many more. Thank you, VDJS for giving me this great 
opportunity.”            -Akritee Bhagat, X

Ten Jindalites; Archita, Kopal Rungta, Latika Dhiman, Nishtha Singh and 
Monika Madhogaria from Class XII and Vidhi Miglani, Akritee Bhagat, 
Shriya Khetan, Surmayee Saini, Parkhi Agarwal from Class IX & X along 
with Ms Anita Dhull (English Teacher) attended ‘Booktopia’, global read-
ing fest hosted by SAI International on 26th June.The Global event had a 
participation of around 500 students from seven countries: Japan, South 
Korea, South Africa, Rwanda, Uganda Pakistan and India.  The event aimed 
to inspire the young generation to read books and share their ideas and 
experiences with others.  Ms. Meghna Pant, an author and Ms. Elise Mar-
ra, a Michigan based Writer, Composer, 
Singer, Actor, Musician & a “teen prodi-
gy addressed the students as the keynote 
speakers.

Booktopia incorporated many of the 
Round Square Discoveries including 
communications skills, inquisitiveness, 
inventiveness, self-awareness, and appre-
ciation for diversity, ability to solve prob-
lems, sense of responsibility, compassion, 
courage and teamwork.  Students gained 
basic life skills and got a chance to im-
prove skills such as organizational, col-
laboration, problem-solving, critical and 
creative thinking, task management skills 
along with intellectual skills, cognitive 
strategy and verbal and written information. Furthermore, individuals re-
inforced all their linguistic skills viz. grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, 
reading and writing.

All the participants got an opportunity to listen to the insights of promi-
nent keynote speakers, got involved in interactive sessions and meet avid 
readers from around the world. The students were divided into 10 barraza 
sessions themed on the book genres i.e., fiction, classic adult fiction, mag-
ical, mystery and so on. The names of the barraza reflect the genre of the 
group aiming at discussing, debating and writing about their favourite book 
of that particular genre.

Service without penny, 29th May 2021    
Virtual Collaborative Service Project

Six students from grade XII  of our school; Kritika Dhamija, Vandana Goy-
al, Vidhi Aryan, Jhanvi, Drishti Choudhary, Supriya Himanushu participat-
ed in a RS Samaanta Global Perspective Symposium hosted by Dhirubhai 
Ambani International School. The event took place on 7 th July 2021 on the 
theme “GENDER EQUALITY”.

The session started with the Inauguration of the symposium by the students 
which followed up with a Keynote talk by Ms. Vibha Bakshi. The Presi-
dent of India has awarded her with the award for the best film producer and 
director as her films are well-known for changing the narrative on gender 
inequality and gender injustice. Her movies “DAUGHTERS OF MOTHER 
INDIA” and “SON RISE” have been selected by UN’s global HeForShe 
movement to be shown across 71 countries to make boys and men part of the 
movement for a gender- equal world. The session was taken forward by oth-
er international Schools from Dubai, South Africa, Japan, Peru, Jordan and 
Chile to brief us about the situation in their countries. The session continued 
in the Baraza groups which included ice breaker, discussion on how we can 
achieve a gender-equal world. Many interesting stories were poured by the 
delegates from their personal experience and how they took a step forward. 
The Baraza session ended with the measures to be taken to a bridge the gap 
between genders and how we can spread awareness among our peers, fami-
ly and the upcoming generation. The session concluded with an inclination 
towards accepting humans irrespective of their gender-differences.

SAMAANTA GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE SYMPOSIUM 
A Collaborative Event by Dhirubhai  Ambani 

International School - 7th July 2021
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A delegation of nine students, Rolee Jhunjhunwala, Rainee Kakkar, Hitasha 
Agarwal, Palak Dalmia, Tanisha Khethan, Jahnvi, Vandana Goyal, from XII  
and Shivanshi from X  attended  a virtual  conference organised  by Craig 
House School Chile. The theme of the conference was ‘Living in a boundless 
world’. The conference brought together 170 students from 28 schools in 11 
countries (Argentina, Canada, India, Korea, Rwanda, Ghana, South Africa, 
Peru, Colombia, Tanzania and Thailand).

The theme of the Conference explored the topic of immigration through the 
theme "Living in a boundless world. ‘’Lifting everyone up without leaving 
anyone out". During the call the hosts invited their participants to reflect 

upon the ways in which immigrants become part of their communities 
and what attitudes can we develop to make this happen. Using interactive 
resources such as Kahoot and Metri, students had the chance to express their 
vision and experiences. As a closing activity, each baraza group shared their 
commitment to take action through a group statement. 

others’ distinctive cultures, languages and cuisines. During the conference 
keynote speaker Kalyan Ali Balavenv JD, the out going director of teaching 
and learning at The Athenian School, addressed the delegates on the theme of 
Diversity, Equality and Inclusion.

Round Square Virtual 
Conferences:

RS virtual conferences are student led-led online events that address a core 
question, around a theme chosen by the host school, related to one of the RS 
IDEALS. In the past few months, several Round Square conferences were 
conducted virtually due to the ongoing pandemic and provided students a great 
opportunity   to work together as a team on a given theme. These conferences 
were attended by many students from RS member schools all over the world, 
including our school, leading to many insightful conversations. Students 
from VDJS attended some important conferences from May to July,2021.

Democracy in a Pandemic -3rd May 2021
Six Jindalites: Noor Beniwal, Rolee Jhunjhunwala, Manshika Jhorar, Monika 
Madhogharia along with the RS RepAradhna Malik attended the RS conference 
held by Cate School and St. Andrews School. The underlying theme of the 
discussion was, ‘Democracy in a Pandemic’, a topic that is exceedingly 
important presently. Students discussed how the pandemic has affected the 
values of Democracy in a perceptive and pragmatic manner. Participants 
heard from keynote speakers Joe Cohn, who spoke about the nature of civil 
liberties, and Dr Matthew Hipps, who spoke about the responsibilities of the 
government and the citizen. Each speaker session was followed by Baraza 
breakout discussions. In advance of the call participants sent in short written 

or video responses to the question "To what extent should we be prepared 
to surrender basic freedom and liberties for the greater good?” and these 
were shared. Midway through students took a short screen-break in which a 
musical interlude on guitar was performed by grade 9 student Tristan Moris .

240 participants attended the conference from 42 schools in 16 countries 
representing Switzerland, Canada, India, Kenya, Bangladesh, UK, Chile, 
USA, Germany, Ghana, Peru, Romania, Thailand, South Africa, Tanzania 
and Armenia.

Cultures of Round Square-20th May, 2021

Three students, Kayna Dogra, Rayna Sharma, Sanvi Sumannufrom grade 
VI represented VDJS in the Virtual Round Square conference organised by 
Realschule Gut Warnbergin School,Germany along with Ma’am  Ms. Bosky 
Soperna.

The three hour conference brought together around 125 young students aged 
10-12 who shared the essence of their countries by showing pieces of clothes, 
art, and special food.

Delegates also participated in a’Kahoot’which was a fun way to get to know 
each other and explore the conference theme.

Future Insights: A Propulsion into the Future of 
Jobs”- 10th June 2021

Paradis International college, Romania ,  hosted  Round Square Virtual 
Conference which  was attended by participants from 29 schools in 13 
countries representing Argentina, Rwanda, South Africa, Colombia, India, 
Dubai, Ghana, Tanzania, Peru, Canada, Australia, Thailand and Oman.The 
three-hour conference was for students aged 15-17 yrs. Yuvika Agarwal, 
Anika,Chahak AshokKumar and Vani from grade XI participated from VDJS 
in this conference.

The theme explored was the ‘Future of Jobs’ and participants heard from 
keynote speakers Dr. Adrian Stoica, a Senior Research Scientist at NASA, 
who spoke about future innovations and how aspects of the world around us 
will progress with the development of sophisticated science and technology, 
and Anurupa Ganguly, the Founder and CEO of Prisms, who spoke about the 
impact of Artificial Intelligence on the future of jobs and skills in industries. 
Each speaker’s session was followed by Baraza breakout discussions for 
students to share more of their thoughts and ideasabout jobs that currently 
exist, how they might change in the future and what types of skills will be 
relevant for future industries and roles. In advance of the call, participants 
completed a survey conducted by the host school and sent in a montage of 
images about jobs that they think will be prominent in the future.

‘’Living in a Boundless World ‘’ 17th June 2021

Virtual Round Square conference  
from Realschule Gut Warnbergin School, Germany

Finding Common Ground - 29th May, 2021
The Athenian School , California  

A delegation of 06 students Navreet Kaur, Isar Kaur Bal, Jahnvi, Mrinalika 
Rana  from XI and Asvika Singh,Tanisha Khetan from X along with  RS Rep 
Aradhna Malik attended this Round Square virtual conference held by The 
Athenian School in California, U.S. from our school. The students discussed 
‘Finding Common Ground; despite our differences. An emphasis was put 
on how empathy goes a long way in helping us overcome our disparities. 
The barazza sessions were highly interactive where students learned about 
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For the purpose of keeping students connected across the Round Square 
community, each week, a RS school somewhere in the world took its turn 
to send out a postcard invitation to the network for students to join a 60-90 
minutes Zoom call on a topic of their choice the following Wednesday.

Postcard Calls were managed through Round Square’s Zoom central, but 
were led by students from the host school that determined the call time, 
designing of the postcard with a theme, invite schools to participate and 
facilitate the discussions.

Each call was tailored for a specific age group (11-13 or 13-15 or 16-18) 
and participants were often invited to send in photographs or questions in 
advance to talk about during the Zoom call.

Each Zoom post card usually brought together between 50 and 150 students 
(depending on the topic) from up to 20 schools at a time, the postcards 
combined informal chat with formal presentation, Q&A, debate and discussion 
in baraza breakout groups, games and quizzes .Overall more than 100 girls 
from VDJS interacted with other students across the globe, experienced real 
international learning and enjoyed periods of reflections.

“Behind the Scenes of Los Angeles” Zoom call by 
Chadwick School, USA - 20th May 2021

Six students from our school; Shipra Sharma, Pearl, Siddhi Gupta, Sanvi, 
Shailja Khetan, and Aaruni Sarraf participated in a RS Zoom Postcard 
organized by Chadwick school, USA. The call gathered around 16 schools 
from Brazil, Armenia, China, Canada, USA, India, Australia, South Africa 
and Peru based on the theme “Behind the Scenes of Los Angeles, California”. 
Students were invited to talk about the reality of their city and the issues 
affecting the people residing in it. Many activities were planned by the host 
school to make the event more fun and engaging. Many interesting stories 
about LA and its history were shared by the delegates. The session concluded 
with realization of the fact that God made the country and manmade the 
town. It is perhaps the geographical boundaries that separate us.

Zoom around the world with 
Round Square Postcards

RS Zoom Postcard from St. Philip's College-"School 
Motto, Culture and Community"- 26th May 2021 

Archita from XII, Tehzeeb Dalal & Pearl from IX and Vani from XI class 
along with RS Rep Ms Aradhana Malik attended the RS Zoom Postcard 
organized by St. Philip's College on 2021. The theme "School Motto, Culture 
and Community “brought together 125 participants from 25 schools across 
the globe. It helped the students in understanding the true essence of their 
school mottos.VDJS students shared their school motto which is enshrined 
in the Sanskrit words ‘Vidya Jyoti Jeevan Jyoti’ which means ‘the light of 

knowledge is the light of life’. All the participants were divided into baraza 
groups where they discussed and explained the meaning of their school logo, 
motto, and culture. A wide range of cultures and mottos circled themes of 
discipline, integrity, unity; cooperation, courage, and goodness were discussed. 
The Zoom call refreshed the students in realising and understanding the 
deeper meanings of education and learning in various schools of the world.

RS ZOOM POSTCARD BY BELGRANO DAY SCHOOL,
Argentina-30th June 2021

"Do you dare to explore your deepest maze?"

Five students from our school; Kritika Dhamija, Anny Chaudhary, Rainee 
Kakkar, Archita from Class XII & Palak Dalmia from Class XI attended an 

RS Zoom Postcard hosted by Belgrano Day School, Argentina. Interestingly, 
the event was hosted on 30thJune, 2021 but attended on 1st July 2021 by 
our students due to the difference in the time zones of the two countries. 
The theme, ‘’Do you dare to explore your deepest maze?" gathered over 76 
participants from 11 schools in 5 countries: Germany, Peru, India, Ghana 
and Singapore. The call focused on how we can broaden our horizons by 
learning the value of taking risks, facing our fears, knocking down prejudice 
and anxiety about the unknown. Participants were invited to exchange ideas 
and stories about adventures and embracing changes of plans to develop 
adaptability.  The call explored the importance of taking risks and pushing 
ourselves beyond our comfort zone. In baraza breakout groups, students 
explored what adventure means for each of them and shared a collaborative 
mural which showed answers such as "being spontaneous", "adapting" and 
"believing in yourself". 

RS ZOOM POSTCARD- MODERN SCHOOL 
BARAKHAMBA ROAD -14th July 2021

Five students from our school; Saachi Garodia, Nishtha Singh, Vandana 
Goel, Shivanshy, and Grisha Agarwal from grade XII &X participated in a 
RS Zoom Postcard hosted by Modern School Barakhamba Road, New Delhi. 
The theme “COURAGE IS GRACE UNDER PRESSURE” gathered 100 
students from 19 schools in 7 countries (South Africa, Australia, New Zealand, 
Bangladesh, India, Ghana, and Oman). The call focused to explore the deeper 
meanings of courage and how the delegates relate this word to their real life 
incidents. Through a combination of videos, breakouts and quizzes, students 
examined the essence of courage. The call ended with heart-warming stories 
from delegates about their descriptions of events and experiences from their 
past life.

“Think globally, act locally” 
A zoom call from Step by Step School,Noida, 21st July 2021

Tehzeeb Dalal, Avneet Kaur, Devanshi, 
Mansha Goel, Chetna Sherawat, Lakshika 
Dhuria, Priyani Bansal and Mumukshu 
Dahiya from grade VII,VIII &IX  participated 
in a RS Zoom Postcard hosted by ‘Step by 
Step School’. The session revolved around 
the theme, “Think globally, act locally” which 
aimed to build participants’ understanding 
on issues relating to food sustainability around the world and shared thoughts 
around this topic in the context of environmentalism.93 students from 11 
schools worldwide joined the call. After an initial presentation stressing 
the importance of sustainable practices to the environment, students broke 
away into Baraza groups to explore the topic further. They returned to a final 
plenary discussion to share the actionable items from their discussions, and 
consider how they might make a positive difference to future sustainability 
through their own behaviours and practices.
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Sunbeam School Lahartara,Varanasi hosted an RS Zoom Postcard on 28th July for students aged 11-13. Avneet Kaur, 
Tehzeeb Dalal, ShailjaKhetan, Lavanya Chaudhary, Sejal Agarwal and Alia Khan from grade VII,VIII & IX participated 
from our school in the event. The theme "When The Going Gets Tough, The Tough Gets Going". During the call, participants 

shared and discussed situations, in which they felt 
like giving up, but didn’t, and in doing so discovered 
a stronger and more resilient version of themselves. 
It helped the students to learn the art of accepting 
and embracing challenges. The call ended with a 
brief discussion on the survival of the fittest as those 
who adapt are the ones who survive in the race of 
evolution and changes.

“When The Going Gets Tough, The Tough Gets Going.”  - 28th July 2021   
Zoom call by Sunbeam School, Lahartara

- 
Round Square Virtual Exchange Programmes 2020-21: 

As a Round Square school, VDJS frequently participates in exchange programmes with other member schools worldwide. Girls from grade VIII to XII 
have the opportunity to visit other Round Square schools. The School is associated with many schools in the world, among which are  Roedean School- 
South Africa, Penryn College- South Africa, Tamagawa Academy-Japan, Saint Clement’sSchool- Canada, Regents International School- Thailand, Ivanhoe 
Grammar

School- Melbourne,San Silvestre, Lima-Peru and Inter-Community School, Zurich, Switzerland.

The selection procedure for the exchange programs is very rigorous and transparent. The students, who are interested, apply for the exchange programs. 
Candidates who are deemed to be worthy ambassadors of the School are selected for the programme after due consideration and inputs from all concerned. 
Their academic excellence, conduct and involvement in sports and co curricular is given due weight age while making the selection.

Securing parental consent is a prerequisite as they should be open minded to offer the experience to their ward and bear all related expenses. In 2020 with 
student travel being impossible for most schools, Round square took the initiative of Virtual Exchange experience, as part of the existing RS Exchange 
programme. The initiative provided schools with frameworks which helped students connect with their counterparts in institutions around the world and 
get together through various forms of social media and share their experiences, build friendships and get to know each other’s country and culture.

RS Virtual Exchanges roughly  took place over a minimum of six weeks to two  months time during which  the students  got to know one another through 
zoom, face time, Skype), email exchanges and connecting on social media. 

Vidya Devi Jindal School, despite the pandemic didn’t compromise on promoting internationalism. These exchange programs helped our girls socialize, 
take responsibility, gain perspectives and discover new aspects of themselves. 

Nine girls took part in 3 different exchange programs with the following schools- 

San Silvestre, Lima-Peru (24thDec 2020 to 30th Jan2021

EXCHANGE PROGRAMMES

1. Tehzeeb Dalal-VIII                                                            

2. Asvika Singh -IX

3. Navreet Randhawa-X

4. Avnoor Singh-X

Roedean School, Johannesburg, South 
Africa ( 1st March 2021 to April 2021)
1. Nysa Singh-X

2. Aasmi Jain-IX

3. Pramika Dhaka-IX

4. Yashasvi-X

   Inter-Community School, Zurich, 

Switzerland –( Feb ,2021)

1. Aanya Bittu Nellissery-VIII

"I had an amiable exchange partner 

from San Silvestre Perú; her name is 

GaelleLućiaLavaggi. We exchanged our ideas 

upon each other's culture and tradition. I even 

introduced her to my family and made her 

visit my virtual classroom of mathematics."

- Tehzeeb Dalal (Class-X)

"I recently participated in a virtual exchange programme with 

Annabelle Elaine Moore of Inter Community School, Zurich, 

Switzerland. This exchange programme was indeed a great 

opportunity for me to understand people globally, all over the 

world. I learnt to socialize with a different and unique culture 

she belongs to. This activity is something that has caught my 

attention, so I decided to visit her someday and wish to skiing 

together."

- Aanya Bittu (Class-IX)

I interacted with a student of the 
Roedean School, South Africa. My 
exchange partner was MedhaGarach 
from grade IX. This exchange helped 
me improve my communication skills 
and got to socialise with her friends. 
This was indeed a great opportunity for 
me to understand people globally."

- Pramika Dhaka (Class-X)

Reflection
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RS Alumna Inlet

"Because not all learning takes place in the actual classroom"

Greetings everyone!

'School' or 'life’? One precedes another. Difference states that one teaches a lesson and then takes a test whereas the other takes a test that teaches a lesson.

11 years ago, I stepped into the gates of the safe heaven 'Vidya Devi Jindal School' with a heavy heart. No sooner did I know that this space will complete 
the beautiful enigma of the most precious days of my life - The School Days. 

9 years is a long time, to sum up in a short message. I joined VDJS back in 2010 and completed it in 2019 (Class IV to XII). It is almost 50% of my life till 
now. My attachment and love for the place and people has only grown with time and staying away from it has made me more fond of coming back to my alma 
mater someday. I feel privileged to be a part of the first-ever edition of this splendiferous journey which showcases the evolution of the Round Square team 
at VDJS. Throughout my time at school, I remained in constant touch with the Round Square conferences. I participated in 5 Round Square events which 
include the most prestigious Round Square International Conference at Ashbury College, Canada. Apart from this, I participated in 2 regional conferences, 2 
International Exchange Programmes, and hosted delegates at 2 conferences at school as Barazza Leader and Student Head. My life has very much revolved 
around the white round and the red square so much that my peers called me the RS Rep. 

Since a very young age, the exposure I received from these conferences (my first conference was in Class 5) has been rooted in me and aided me in 
transitioning from a timid young girl to a confident person who has now fallen in love with the international culture. I still remember my first trip which was 
to Turkey for an Exchange Program, I cried all the way because I was so scared to leave the country, but now when I look back, I feel it gave confidence in 
me. The IDEALS of the Round Square have inspired me throughout. Internationalism is one such feature of Round Square that makes it stand out from the 
rest of the organisations, exploring different cultures and unlearning the art of conventional learning is what makes t unique. Moreover, staying with a host 
family in their own traditional way is probably the best way to experience he culture enrooted in the country. Democracy, Environment and Leadership are 
a part and parcel of these conferences.

The sneak peeks into underprivileged lives on service days or facing your fears on Adventure days, deserve to be celebrated as experiences of a lifetime. 
Bare hands ready to help is the pure sign of blessings those people may have for us and that’s where service and the feeling of empathy pitches in. Profound 
moments are lived and memories are cherished forever.

My message to all the readers is that always remember you are the director as well as the actor of your own story and you must appreciate the little things 
on your way. And believe me when I say ‘There isn’t any other homely place with red bricks and a grand fountain in the world which will melt your heart 
the way VDJS does.’ because I have been there where you are right now, and the love and growth I have received from the place cannot be measured in any 
unit. Our lives aren’t going to be pen on paper or books forever. Our one step in the right direction may pave our path for the rest of our future. It is all about 
listening to your heart and keep moving.

Lastly, my heartiest congratulations to the entire Round Square community for bringing up the idea of the Round Square Newsletter and finally putting an 
effort to release one. The department has come a long way and I am sure, the glorious journey has several awards waiting at the destination. 

Live the life worth living and keep the school flag high always!.
Stay Happy and blessed!

With Love,
AnushriBoobna
Batch 2019
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