
We all start the new year with new resolutions. The new resolutions drive us 
towards the changes that are inevitable and need to be accepted to be with 
time.  
In the past 2 years, we saw constant changes in the various aspects of our life. 
There was a change in work culture, and an even bigger change in education, 
especially in college admissions.

The college admission process was strongly defined and specific before. The 
changes that have taken place over the past few years have made it more 
holistic. Colleges are now more interested in the overall development of the 
student, than just focusing on their academics. More colleges and universi-
ties, both abroad and in India, are looking for values beyond what’s displayed 
on students’ mark sheets.

Shifting focus from academics to giving more attention to the profile of stu-
dents has become the ‘new normal’ in the college admission process. Student 
profiles include extracurricular activities, skills apart from academics, essays 
and SOPs, ambition, and aspiration.

By gradually shifting the approach to college admissions, students are now 
more involved in their holistic development alongside academics. But a few 
crucial factors remain. In this edition of the Careers’ newsletter let’s dive deep 
to understand the 5 factors that determine a student’s college admission. 
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Factors Crucial For College Admission
Academics
The one thing that has not changed in the factors that determine a child’s 
college admission is academics. However, the level of importance given to 
academics has certainly reduced. Colleges and universities have understood 
that academics do not showcase every aspect of a child’s development.

If before, college admissions were 80% academics, and 20% the rest of the 
factors, now the ratio is more like 40% academics, and 60% other factors. 
The pandemic and its effect have made it difficult for students to perform well 
academically.

With this, college admissions have gradually shifted away from academics, 
giving it its due importance, but not making it the only criterion.

Today a student with average grades in academics but extraordinary contribu-
tions outside the classroom can aspire for admission in the university of her 
choice. 

Entrance Exams

Another important factor that determines a child’s college admission is the 
entrance exam. College entrance exams are given higher importance in the 
process since these tests the aptitude of the child on all levels.

A curated set of questions under different categories that can include gener-
al knowledge, aptitude-based questions, Math, English, reasoning skills, and 
more. This is what an entrance test entails, to test if the child has the skills to 
crack the questions and problems.

There are different types of entrance tests based on the college, course, and 
country. While different colleges have entrance tests of their own, there are 
tests based on a course, as well as country.

To understand more about the entrance test process for different courses, col-
leges, and countries, you can get in touch with your career counselling depart-
ment.

Extracurricular Profile

An extracurricular profile was not given much importance before but has tak-
en a front seat in the college admission process. With the COVID-19 pan-
demic colleges and universities all over the world have started giving focus to 
extracurricular activities that helps them evaluate aspects such as What is the 
personality of the child outside the classroom? What interests the child apart 
from academics?

And more importantly, what steps does the child take to fulfil these interests?
A non-academic profile of a student is what provides value to the college out-
side of academics. How relevant a child is to the course that they have chosen, 
is what a non-academic profile showcases.

A student needs to create a non-academic profile, as early as 8th grade. This 
can help them provide an in-depth record of their interests, achievements, and 
individual contributions at school.

Statement of Purpose/Essay

Another factor that has taken precedence over academics in the college ad-
mission process is the SOP or the Essay. The Statement of Purpose determines 
why the student wishes to take admission to a particular college. Along with 
this, it also determines why the child has chosen the combination of subjects.

An essay on the other hand is based on a topic that has been specified by the 
university that you might be applying to. The essay can be anywhere between 
500 – 750 words and it is highly subjective.

Both the SOP and Essay are an important part of the college admission pro-
cess. Through these, the colleges understand how much value children will 
add to their college and the course.

Statement of Purpose is predominantly asked by colleges in the United King-
dom and other parts of Europe. Essays are a part of the college admission 
process in the United States of America. However, both these factors are taken 
into consideration in various colleges in India as well.

Letter of Recommendation

Finally, the Letter of Recommendation is the factor that plays an important 
role in the college admission process all over the world. A letter of recom-
mendation is a testimonial where your previous teachers, employers, etc. talk 
about your achievements and contributions.

Colleges all over the world will talk to your references to verify the details 
mentioned in the letter of recommendation. This has been a part of the college 
admission process in India, as well as abroad.

Earlier, only the first two things were important, that is the academic scores, 
and the entrance exam scores but now 30% weightage is given to a student’s 
profile and 70% to academics and entrance test scores. Apart from Personal 
Interviews and GDs, some universities may also conduct other rounds such as 
on the spot essay, case studies, presentations - which is the case with Liberal 
Arts colleges, LORs are given great importance, and what kind of leadership 
roles has the child played in at school. 
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Additional Activities of Importance
1. Demonstrating your interest and expertise in artistic activities such as dance, music/musical instruments, painting, singing, sports and so on by 

taking professional coaching for them and participating in various activities during/ outside school functions. 
2. Participating in social service activities like organizing related events or even being a part of such events would also be a good addition and 

possibly demonstrate leadership skills as well. 
3. Attending some online/offline courses or programs provided by various learning platforms both online and offline would also help build on your 

know knowledge and skills. 
4. Activities related to your choice of Major/ Course (e.g.- AP exams)
5. Olympiads, Debates, MUN’s and similar competitions.
6. Research oriented/ Practical exposure activities.

If we were to attribute the activities grade wise, then activities 1 and 2 are best suited for grades 8, 9 and 11 (also grade 10 only if the student is able 
to manage a balance between academics and other activities) as they have comparatively more time due to less demanding academics than the other 
grades.

Similarly, activities 3, 4 and 6 are best suited for students of grade 10, 11 (and 12- provided they can manage a balance between academics and other 
activities). 
Activity number 5 is suited for all students between grades 8-12 as these are usually short-term activities demanding less time and resource dedication.

However, students also need to ensure that they are not doing the activities in vain (doing just because they can) and are targeting activities for a reason 
as that also matters a great deal!

In a nutshell, Profile building not only gives a student an opportunity to increase their likelihood of admission into their dream/ aspiration university, 
but also gives a wonderful opportunity to build up their skills and work on their overall personality development to help them succeed in their choice 
of career.

Virtual International Careers Fair Hosted by VDJS
The Vidya Devi Jindal School hosted a virtual International Career Fair on the 22nd of January 2022 
from 12:00-5:00 pm, where 20 schools from India participated. The fair, which saw convergence of official 
representatives of 40 Universities of India and abroad, provided opportunity to assist students in making 
well-informed study decisions. 

Participating Schools

• Vidya Devi Jindal School,Hisar

• D.P.S R.K.Puram, New Delhi

• Mayo College Girls' School

• Scindia Kanya Vidyalaya, Gwalior

• The Assam Valley School, Assam

• The Punjab Public School, Nabha

• Bal Bharati Public School Pitampura, Delhi

• Delhi Public School, Rohini-Delhi

• The Indian School, Delhi

• Pinegrove School, Solan

• Mount Carmel School, Delhi

• Whitefield Global School, Bangalore

• Sandur Residential School, Sandur-Karnataka

• DDMS P Obul Reddy Public School, Hyderabad

• Army Public School Delhi Cantt, Delhi

• Air Force School, Halwara

• Bal Bharati Public School Noida, UP

• Sharanya Narayani International School, Bengaluru

• CRPF Public School, Rohini-Delhi

• Dav Ashok Vihar, Delhi

• St. Columba's School, Delhi

• Rajmata Krishna Kumari Girls' Public School, Jodhpur

• Lotus valley international school, Gurgaon

                                Participating Universities

• Algoma University, Canada

• Deakin University, Australia

• Durham University

• Kings University College, Canada

• London metropolitan University, UK

• Manchester Metropolitan University, UK

• Monash University, Australia

• RMIT University, Australia

• Skyborne Aviation Training Limited, UK

• Swinburne University of Technology, Australia

• University of Bristol

• University of Lethbridge, Canada

• University of Sheffield, UK

• University of Technology, Australia

• The University of Arizona, USA

• The University of Sydney, Australia

• Victoria University, Australia

• Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham

• Atria University

• Bennett University

• BML Munjal University

• Flame University

• Indian School of Hospitality

• Krea University

• Mahindra University

• Manipal University

• NIIT University

• OP Jindal Global University

• Pearl Academy

• Sushant University

• Tribhuvan College

• Universal Business School

• UPES Dehradun

• Vidyashilp University

• Whistling Woods International

• World University of Design



3 VIDYA DEVI JINDAL SCHOOL, HISAR LA VIDIJEUNESSE

Education Opportunities in Canada 
Study in Canada Virtual Fair held on Friday, January 28, 2022 had the presence 
of best of the universities and colleges in Canada including: Lakehead University, 
North Island College, Saint Mary's University, The University of Saskatchewan 
and York University English Language Institute.

College Admissions Open 
Ashoka, Shiv Nadar, Manipal, VIIT, Krea, ISDI, Arch, IIAD, All 
Design Colleges, Flame, Ahmedabad University, NIIT, Chandigarh 
University, Amrita, CLAT, AILET.

Accenture
Future Learn
Deakin University
Griffith University
Coventry University
King’s College London
University of Michigan
Health Education England
University of Leeds & Institute of Coding
British Council, Study UK & The GREAT campaign
The University of Edinburgh & Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh
Wellcome Genome Campus Advanced Courses and Scientific Conferences
The University of Melbourne, The Nossal Institute for Global Health & 
UNICEF
University of Reading, Henley Business School & The Reading Real Estate 
Foundation
London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine & UK Public Health Rap-
id Support Team
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses
https://brightscholarship.com/500-online-free-short-courses-with-certifi-
cates/

Great Learning is *one of the largest ed-tech platforms* in the world today 
with more than *3 million learners* utilising  innovative programs to soar 
high in their careers globally.
Great Learning Academy has a plethora of in-demand upskilling programs 
(inclusive of both free and premium content) which are often taken up by 
many *high-school students* to expose themselves to newer technologies 
and streams to make an informed career decision. 
We invite you to explore our value adding short courses on topics like:
Face Recognition using AI
Foundations of AI
Building chatbots
Digital Marketing
Cyber Security
Ethical Hacking
Graphic Design
Java Programming
Python
Basics of Data Science
Excel for beginners
Front End Development - HTML
Financial Accounting
Marketing Foundations
Effective Communications
Business Management and much more

Courses offered-
Basic English 1: Elementary
COVID-19 Critical Care: Understanding and Application
Earth Day at 50 Teach-Out
English for Healthcare
Motivation and Engagement in an Uncertain World
Bacterial Genomes: Antimicrobial Resistance in Bacterial Pathogens
Collaborative Working in a Remote Team
Communication and Interpersonal Skills at Work
Computer Programming for Everyone
Create a Professional Online Presence
Create a Social Media Marketing Campaign
Creating a Great User Experience for Mobile Apps
Decision Making: How to Choose the Right Problem to Solve
Essential Skills for your Career Development
Evidence and Data Collection for Problem Solving
Get Creative with People to Solve Problems
How to Create Great Online Content
Learn about Current Digital Workplace Trends
Learn to Code for the Web
Presenting Your Work with Impact
Safeguarding Adults: Level 3 Training
Wellbeing and Resilience at Work
Work-Life Balance and the Impact of Remote Working
COVID-19: Tackling the Novel Coronavirus
Health Systems Strengthening

Courses offered-
How To Teach Online: Providing Continuity for Students
Introduction to Business Management
Bacterial Genomes: Disease Outbreaks and Antimicrobial Resistance
Transforming Digital Learning: Learning Design Meets Service Design
Digital Skills: Artificial Intelligence
Digital Skills: Digital Marketing
Digital Skills: Grow Your Career
Digital Skills: Mobile
Digital Skills: Retail
Digital Skills: Social Media
Digital Skills: User Experience
Digital Skills: Web Analytics
Pathways to Property: Starting Your Career in Real Estate
Study UK: a Guide for Education Agents and School Counsellors
Plagues, Pestilence and Pandemics: Are You Ready?
Study UK: Preparing for work
Basic English 2: Pre-Intermediate
Introduction to Nursing: The Role of Nurses Around the World

List of Universities and Organizations Offering Free Online Courses


