
IDEALS@VDJS
"There exists within everyone a grand passion, an outlandish thirst for adventure, a 

desire to live boldly and vividly through the journey of life."- Kurt Hahn

NOVEMBER 2021 - JANUARY 2022 

VOL:I NOVEMBER 2021 - JANUARY 2022 III

Dear Readers,

VDJS Greetings and good wishes for 2022!

The last two years have been hard for all, particularly on our children, and no one understands this 
better than our students. Whether it was the first wave of COVID or the second or the current third 
wave, there lies a general atmosphere of uncertainty because none of us knows when the situation will 
normalise. Life, too, ebbs and flows, like the highs and lows that this deadly virus brings along with it. 
The uncertainty of the virus has made us ponder and helped us in starting the process of widening our 
perspectives, to think beyond the usual. It made us hopeful that life after the pandemic might be one 
where most people will be more compassionate and empathetic towards each other because we have all 
been through it together. As long as the fight against COVID is going on it is imperative that we don’t 
give in to complacency, rather we should be extra vigilant. The vaccine, introduced for adolescents of 
15-17 years gave protection to more than 20 million children in just one week. There is high enthusiasm 
among teenagers for vaccination as they look forward to resuming regular school once again.

We observed the 159th birth anniversary of Swami Vivekanand with the theme ''It's all in the mind'' and 
this year, the celebration spread over for a period of 5 days, Jan 12 to 16 by conducting multifaceted 
activities in schools and colleges which included activities like youth summit, indigenous games 
awareness, yoga, and cultural celebrations. On this occasion, our government focused on the need to 
give the right environment, right resources, and right efforts to increase the capacity of the youth of our 
country. In this direction Campaigns like Mudra, Start-up India, Stand-up India, Skill India, the Atal 
Innovation Mission and New Education Policy are all aimed to assist the children of our country to 
reach their full potential.

In this effort of the government while celebrating the 73rd Republic Day celebrations at Rajpath, New 
Delhi, the top 25 student winners from CBSE and State Board Entries, who narrated the story of 
brave- hearts of the country in the format of their choice witnessed the celebrations at Rajpath as a 
special guest. More than 8,03,900 students from 4,788 schools across the country participated in this 
competition called #VeerGatha which was a joint initiative by the union ministry of India and the 
Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) launched to inspire school children with the brave 
stories of war veterans and for paying tribute to the heroes of our nation.

However, keeping in mind the developing variants of the coronavirus, with social distancing going 
on continuous efforts have been made by Round Square to make the student community connected 
globally with many new initiatives and programs to ensure that our children remain as unaffected 
as possible and remain connected with the rest of the same age group even while learning from the 
comfort of their homes. Our school is deeply indebted to the persistent efforts of Round Square to 
integrate diverse cultures and in helping us build a spirit of global cooperation.

Events like educational and social collaborative events, language labs, Zoom Postcards, Virtual 
conferences and exchanges, online art events and symposiums help students to recognize their inner 
self and awaken them to look forward and move on, irrespective of the happenings in the world.

Alongside the main website, Round Square has also in recent times, started a site dedicated exclusively 
to the students in RS schools through which young minds can share their thoughts and ideas. As the 
School Round Square Representative, I urge you all to explore the world through your mini screen. 
Share your thoughts, ideas, innovations, creativity and connect to the world of opportunities by your 
participation. Take a step forward to build your character stronger, strengthening the society, and 
making this human coexistence more peaceful.

We at VDJS, encourage students to inculcate the RS ideals in their lives and make this world a more 
joyous space for all species in this cosmos. The world is full of challenges and opportunities, whether 
we keep procrastinating and providing ourselves with excuses or avail every little opportunity to make 
the best use of the time given, that’s what makes the difference. And honestly, that is always in our 
hands, remember my words, the ball is always in our court, only if we understand the tactics and 
strategies to make our game stronger and vision clearer.

Merry Reading! Staff Editor
Aradhna Malik, PGT (Home Science)
Round Square Representative
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Round Square Virtual Collaborations
‘CHEMAGIX’

Birla Public School, Pilani
Isha Choudhary, Vani, Navroop Dhillon and Ankita from grade XI Science along 
with Ms. Geeta Verma, faculty of Chemistry took part in a collaborative event 
8th -10th November 2021 and developed consciousness on the world of Chemical 
Reactions and how Chemistry helps in our everyday life.

The conference started with an introductory explanation about the theme 
“CHEMAGIX” by International Keynote & Motivational Speaker, Academician & 
Consultant Psychologist Dr. B. Ebenezer, Senior Principal & Head, SVKM School. 
During his interaction he highlighted that Chemistry and chemical reactions are 
not just limited to the laboratories but also the world around you. Right from the 
moment you go to sleep till you wake up, infinite chemical processes take place in 
each cell of your body. All our daily activities like drinking water, taking a shower, 
cooking food, cleaning the car, laughing or crying are guided by different chemical 
processes.

On the second day during the closing session, Dr. George Jacob, FRCGS President 
& CEO, Bay Ecotarium San Francisco, spoke on various topics like museums 
sustainability, Ocean conservation and climate resilience.

“Mental Health, Murder Mystery, Art”
Chittagong Grammar School, 

Bangladesh
Navroop Dhillon, Isha Choudhary, Manvi Kejriwal, Ananya Dalania, 
Shreya Meharia, Ananya Ramraika from grade XI and Tanvi Rajpuria 
from grade IX participated in the CGS Virtual Youth Conclave from 
the 19th-21st November 2021, on the theme "Resolve, Resilience 
and Rejuvenation" which was attended by over 150 participants 
from 20 schools in 4 countries (Canada, Ghana, India, and Pakistan). 
The speakers were Ms. Farin Daulah (keynote on mental health), 
Ms Humaira Khan (keynote on designing) and Ms. Heidi Levine 
(keynote on photojournalism).

Ms Farin Daulah, is an experienced Education Professional with a
demonstrated history of teaching social-emotional learning-based life skills to various age groups. She is also the founder of One Circle, which 
focuses on teaching life skills to adolescents, youth, parents and teachers. Currently also working as an adjunct lecturer in North South University.

The keynote speaker Humaira Khan (founder of Anokhi, a fashion brand) apprised delegates with the fashion journey she went through and what all 
measures she adopted to become a successful fashion designer and a pioneer who initiated a fashion label almost 26 years ago; when it was almost 
unthinkable for most to even contemplate fashion designing as a profession in Bangladesh.

Heidi Levine is an American freelance photojournalist based in Jerusalem. She has worked as a professional photojournalist since 1983, starting 
as a staffer with the Associated Press in Israel, then with French photo agency Sipa Press in 1993. Over the course of her photojournalism career, 
Levine has covered the most critical moments in the Middle East including the revolutions in Egypt and Libya, the crisis in Syria, the Israel 
Lebanon war, and the numerous conflicts in the Gaza Strip. She has brought frontline action and behind-the-scenes human stories to the world’s 
major press outlets. Her photographs have appeared, often as cover stories, in numerous international publications including Time, Stern, Focus, 
Paris Match, L’Express, Newsweek, Time, The New York Times Magazine, The Sunday Times Magazine, Amnesty International, Forbes Magazine, 
and more. She has won a myriad of awards for her photographs of conflicts and an Emmy nomination in 2012. She has weaved in and out of the 
Israeli Palestinian-conflict. She showed the delegates some of the photos she took in the war. The pictures were an eye opener because it was like 
living in that scene itself.

In the last delegates were shown a murder mystery video made by the students of CGS, Bangladesh and after the video show all delegates were 
sent to barazza sessions to discuss the murder mystery video and to guess the culprit. Participants were very enthusiastic about the activity which 
was followed by fun activities on the theme. All the delegates also organized art-based activities aimed at “relief from anxiety with the help of art”.

Overall, the event was very enriching with three varied fields’ keynote speakers who shared their success stories and motivated delegates towards 
their life goals.

Our girls made a presentation on Climate Action and highlighted the role of human activities in causing climate change. The harmful impact on the 
health of the planet was brought to the fore. The delegates were reminded that by addressing climate change, we can build a sustainable world for 
everyone. But we need to act now. The theme ‘CHEMAGIX’ provided an opportunity for participants to focus on the use of chemical reactions in 
solving daily life problems.
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         “Everyone Should Be a Feminist”
Sai International School, India 

Junior & Senior High School of Kogakuin University, Japan

 Virtual Symposium by Cadet College, Pakistan

On 20th November 2021, Vani, Isha Choudhary, Navroop Dhillon, Navreet Kaur, Ananya Ramraika, 
Nimrit Bhatia, Mannat Ranjit, Avnoor Singh, Jia Monga from grade XI and Tanvi Rajpuria from grade 
IX participated in the 10th Annual International Youth Day Celebration of Sai International School 
and Junior & Senior High School of Kogakuin University, Japan .It was a platform wherein the Round 
Square delegates from Australia, Japan, Uganda, UAE, Pakistan and India came together to celebrate on 
the theme "Everyone should be a feminist". The host school welcomed Ms. Naimisha, an Activist from 
India and Ms. Catherine Nakabugo, Executive Director, Direct Hand Foundation, Uganda as keynote 

speakers in the International Youth Day. The keynote speaker 
Catherine Nakabuga gave an enthusiastic opening speech 
and presentations on feminism by highlighting the present 
conditions of women in Uganda.

The barazza sessions during the event had fruitful discussion on combating sexism, equality of gender 
in work sector, menstrual health and hygiene, etc. In the ice breaking session various fun activities like 
hangman, doodling, address with adjective etc. were enjoyed by the delegates.

Naimisha, OTV journalist and student activist summarised feminism which is now seen as a movement 
to put an end to sexism, sexist exploitation, and oppression and to achieve full gender equality in law and 
in practice.

On 8th December 2021, Jia Monga and Devanshi Lohia from grade XI along with Ms Aradhna 
Malik and Mr Abhijit Mukhopadhyay visited the nearest IVC site, Rakhigarhi, to attend a virtual 
symposium on the topic “Indus Valley Civilisation”.

Rakhigarhi is a village in the district of Hisar, situated 150 kilometres to the northwest of Delhi. 
It is also the site of a pre-Indus Valley Civilisation and a part of the Indus Valley Civilisation. 
It encompasses a set of seven mounds. The estimates of the size of Rakhigarhi have been given 
variously as between 80 and 550 hectares becoming the largest Indus Valley Civilisation site, 
overtaking Mohenjo-Daro (300 hectares/ 740 acres). The size and uniqueness of Rakhigarhi have 
drawn much attention from archaeologists all over the world. The detailed excavation of the site 
revealed numerous artefacts, some over 5,000 years old. Rakhigarhi was occupied at early Harappan times. Evidence of paved roads, drainage systems, 
large rainwater collection, storage systems, terracotta bricks, statue production, and skilled working of bronze and precious metals have been uncovered. 
Jewellery, including bangles made from terracotta, conch shells, gold, and semi-precious stones of that time have also been found at the site.

After reaching the site, Jia and Devanshi discovered that the museum was yet under construction and visited some excavation sites. The keynote speaker, 
Ms Rajbir Sandhu talked about the importance of museums in our daily lives as they help us in conserving and preserving the milestones of the past. 
One by one, all the participating schools shared a presentation concerning their nearest IVC site and about the early time civilizations. The conference 
was concluded with a promise that the youth of today will not let the pages of history unread, unheard, or unpreserved.

“Building Peace Together”
Virtual Conference by Colegio Gran Bretana, Colombia

On 24th November 2021, Tanvi Rajpuria, Advika Priyadarshi, Deeva Sharma, Krishika Agarwal, Pearl 
of grade IX participated in the RS conference organized by Colegio Gran Bretaña, Columbia . The 
topic for the conference was ‘Building peace together and being a ''peace'' of the solution’. Before the 
conference each school delegate was asked to make a peace flag on the topic of the conference. During 
the conference delegates were asked to give their ideas and opinions about what peace means to them. 
Emphasis was laid on the initiatives of young people to become agents of change in their communities 
and enhancing their problem-solving skills. The conference also focused on the framing of educational 
curriculum which can help to eliminate violence in all interactions and provides youth with practical 
tools for peaceful conflict resolution to make earth a peaceful place to live.

The host school apprised the delegates how Peace efforts in the Colombia have ended 50 years of intense 
civil conflict for which Colombian government and FARC rebels signed a historic peace agreement that 
charts a path to sustainable peace after decades of civil war in Colombia.
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Zoom around the world with Round Square Postcards

“Act of kindness’’
Hyderabad Public School, India

On 9th November 2021, Ananya Dalania, Yuvika, Tanisha Agarwal, Hanshika Shah, Navroop 
Dhillon& Mahi Todi from grade XI along with RS Rep Aradhna Malik attended the zoom 
call which involved 55 students from 8 schools in 4 countries (India, USA, South Africa, and 
Ghana). As a recursor to the call the host school invited participants to send in a collage of 
different everyday acts of kindness which cost nothing but makes us richer.

With the keynote introduction on the theme the delegates shared their collages on the topic of 
kindness and philanthropy into smaller barazza sessions.

The keynote speaker communicated with students that everything in nature shows kindness 
by its very existence. Trees and plants offer us numerous bounties. Our life depends on the 
trees and vegetation around us. Likewise, the sun gives warmth, light and energy all around 
planet Earth. Kindness is the quality of sharing and caring. When we can share what we have 
with others, and care for the wellbeing of others we are showing kindness. An act of kindness 
need not be something great; any small deed of kindness can help someone who is in misery 
or agony. And it can bring cheer to the person who feels relief.

“Celebrations”
The Hutchins School

On 24th November 2021, Tanishka Bajaj, Isha Choudhary, Isar Kaur, Tanisha Agarwal, Hanshika 
Shah and Sukhmanjot Kaur from Class XI participated in an RS Zoom Postcard hosted by The 
Hutchins School in Tasmania. The theme, “Celebrations” brought together 80 participants from 14 
schools from India, Canada, Australia, Armenia, and China.
 
The participants had a fruitful discussion on celebrations that are unique to their culture and region 
with their historic significance. In the breakout rooms, the participants presented their diverse 
festivals and their authenticity. While our girls shared our uniqueness with them, in return they were 
mesmerized by knowing about the culture and celebrations of Dark MOFO, Food and Wine Day, 
Australia Day and various sports-related festivals in Australia. After having a healthy discussion, the 
participants agreed that all festivals, all cultures, all traditions, bring together people to embrace their 
existence and celebrate their life. 

“Holiday Traditions” 
Holy Innocents' Episcopal School

On 18th December 2021, Palak Dalmia, Palak Agarwal, Vani, Hanshika Shah, Priyal 
Todi and Tanisha Agarwal from Class XI participated in an RS Postcard on “Holiday 
Traditions”. The call was joined by 80 participants from India, Canada, Armenia, France, 
the USA, Colombia, Kenya and Pakistan. During the call, participants shared images 

“The Power of We”
 Sunbeam School

On 12th January 2022, Shayla Tulsyan, Geetanjali Soi, Anoushka Jain, Jivisha Agarwal, Samridhi Niharika, 
Vedanshi Thakur, Krisha and Lavanya Joshi from Class V participated in an RS Zoom Postcard hosted by 
Sunbeam School, Varanasi. The call brought together 90 participants from 12 schools in India, the United 
Kingdom and Pakistan around the theme of making leaders of tomorrow. With the theme, “The Power of We”, 

 “Warp and Weft in Weaves” 
 Mayo College, Ajmer

On 19th January 2022, Smriti Gahlaut, Advika Priyadarshi, Mitali Dhaka, Tehzeeb Dalal, Lavanya 
Singh and Tanvi Rajpuria from Grade IX participated in an RS Zoom Call with the theme, "Warp 
and Weft in Weaves" that focused on the textile industry and its traditions. The call brought together 
over 100 participants from 19 schools in India, UK, Armenia, UAE, and Pakistan.
 
After a warm welcome and virtual tour of the Mayo College, Ajmer, delegates were introduced to 
the topic of textiles. During the call, delegates shared details of different traditional textiles of the 
world. In the Barazza discussion, delegates gained an insight into how textiles shape our daily life. 
It also revolved discussions revolving around how textile industrial companies in the world have 
been producing textiles for the last 30 years. The fields of application are not edged to fashion and 
clothing alone. The enduring importance of fabric in our everyday lives; for clothing, furnishings, 
symbolic communication, and commerce is underscored by the study of historic cloth. The call 
ended with the conclusion that fabric has been an integral part of everyday life since prehistoric 
times. Cloth can be wrapped tightly or draped loosely, woven to one shape or knitted to stretch and 
conform to changing shapes, or pieced together and combined with other materials to create items 
that satisfy human needs and demands.

Similarly, at school we can be kind to our friends and classmates. It will engender an atmosphere conducive to learning. If anyone faces difficulty in their 
studies, we can be kind and help them if we can. If anyone gets hurt on the playground or in the laboratory, we can get them first aid. During the call 
delegates also shared the purpose of World Kindness Day which is observed annually on 13 November as a global day to reinforce that it is compassion 
that links us together and has immense power of bridging the gap between nations.                               

the call focused on knowing the views of different young minds about their favourite leaders and reasons for how they draw inspiration from them. The 
participants were also explained the true meanings of leadership and cooperation. The call ended with an understanding of empowering others as the 
first step to leadership. 

relating to the theme, holiday traditions, in their part of the world. The participants inevitably agreed that the pandemic has drastically transformed the 
travel and tour industry after getting adversely affected due to the lockdown. The industry and the travellers too have understood and adapted to the new 
normal for the better. Though there has been a decrease in the number of travellers, however, sui generis ways of spending holidays have been developed 
by people around the world. The call allowed students to cherish and accept different ways of celebrating with the new holiday traditions. 
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 International Moments
          RSIC 2019 Experience

         Khushpreet Kaur- A Bursary Student
RSIC 2019 at the Emerald Heights International School, Indore was a once in lifetime opportunity 
that I availed with the efforts of Ma’am Principal, Ms Shalini Mehrotra, School RS Rep, Ms 
Aradhna Malik and the Round Square officials. As a BURSURY student, I was given a chance to 
attend the conference without paying the delegation fee as I could have never been able to pay the 
conference delegation fee of INR one lakh.

In the entire Journey of going for the RSIC and being there, there were so many things which 
I had never experienced in my entire life. The RSIC was like the fulfilment of so many things 
waiting on my bucket list. I had experienced my first flight, which gave me an adrenaline rush! I 
had never been to a place where so many people from across the globe were present. I naturally 
felt a little out of place initially because everything was so unusual for me. But eventually after 
breaking the ice with people, I just accepted others as one of our own just like they accepted me 
to be one of theirs.

I was for the first time in a place which stood undisrupted by old, conservative minds. Nobody 
judged anybody, which was truly something I thought was impossible. Everybody was their real 
selves, and nobody felt over or under dressed at all. We were all free to do or to be whatever we 
wanted to. When we had the entire world together, in the mud on the dance floor, in the aftermath 
of unexpected rains, it is safe to say, dancing in the mud is not just an Indian thing. The Carnival 
Nights would always top off the days.

Beyond the personal, non- educational point of view, I was privileged to explore the Round Square
discoveries. The Conference made me learn to value the strength and solidarity of an inclusive 
society that embrace all individuals regardless of nationality, race or ethnicity and culture.

I discovered in myself a sense of personal, moral, ethical and social duty and ability to persevere when confronted with challenges and learn from my 
mistakes, with the readiness to try again. I was exposed to activities that stretch me beyond my perceived capabilities. Looking with fresh eyes at an 
opportunity, challenge or problem, I am now willing to think and act differently.

This experience has truly shaped me in my better version, by listening to other’s ideas and sharing my own through a mutually respectful exchange. The 
visit to Mandu and Maheshwar, ancient towns of historical importance helped me to know more about the beautiful city of Indore. There is a saying that 
serving the needy is an act of holy worship. The Service at the Blind Girls’ School made me develop the understanding and empathy for the plight of others 
who are in need and suffering. Making pen stands and ladoos with the blind girls made my day as it touched my heart and soul.

I also witnessed 6 eminent keynote speakers, namely, Mr. Kailash Satyarthi, Dr. Shashi Tharoor, Humanoid Robot Citizen Sophia, Madame Gandhi, Major 
DP Singh and Swami Gaur Gopal Das. Giving an ear to their opinion live was an opportunity. I made the best out of exposure to topics such as helping 
the needy, knowing more about Artificial Intelligence (AI), Future is Female and “Being the Boss of your Life”. The best part of the Conference were the 
Barraza sessions, making new friends, discussing worldwide ideas made us keep our differences aside and stand in unity. Ultimately, this bursary was a 
boon for me and gave me such an extraordinary platform to view myself as a global citizen.

I urge all Jindalites to explore the world, their potential, their talents and themselves by participating in more and more events of Round Square! And 
honestly, I would recommend all of you to try and participate in at least one RSIC as it transforms you into a better version of yourself. It is now, in college 
that I realise how Round Square has helped in making me who I am, in boosting my confidence and moral. This is a must try! Don’t hesitate, feel free to 
give it a try! After all, life is nothing but a trial subscription of all the unusual experiences waiting for us to unveil them!

Lots of love, 
Khushpreet Kaur 
(Batch of 2019)
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Come, let’s visit the University of Oxford and learn the 
art of exploration, learning and education with a pinch of 
International Understanding, Democracy, Environmental 
Stewardship, Adventure, Leadership and Service.

Yes, you read it right! An opportunity to get accommodation, 
catering, and activities across 3 days at the world’s most 
prestigious, Oxford University followed by 3 days with 
the host schools, and all transfers between venues with 
a budgeted delegate fee of £1,090 GBP for the student 
delegates. This is an all-inclusive fee from arrival at UK 
airports (Heathrow and Gatwick as standard; other UK 
airports Manchester, Birmingham International, Luton 

considered at request) through to departure from UK airports on Sunday, 25th September 2022. The Conference theme this year is Take Less: Be 
More. The RSIC-2022 will begin with arrivals on 19th September and delegates will spend three days at Oxford University, staying in one of four 
colleges, attending keynotes at the theatre, and taking part in barazza breakouts. On day four, the conference will split out to four UK schools Latymer 
Upper School in London, Ryde School with Upper Chine, on the Isle of Wight, AKS Lytham in the North-West of England and Felsted School in 
Essex for Adventure and Service activities. Whilst the UK is relaxing all COVID protocols at this current time, the Round Square International 
Conference (RSIC-2022) will be following all the precautionary measures for the safety of all.

RSIC is the most awaited annual event of the Round Square as it collects student community of renowned Round Square member schools of the 
world under one roof. The event was not organised in person after the pandemic hit the world in March 2020. However, RS central has planned to 
organise the RSIC- 2022 at UK and provide young minds to interact, innovate and create. Only 6 brilliant and enthusiastic students from grade XII 
& XI (2022-23) will get the opportunity to participate and represent the School at the RSIC-2022. The interested students of present grade X & XI 
to contact the School Round Square   Representative, Ms Aradhna Malik to avail this golden opportunity. Don’t let it go!

Way to Oxford University…..
RSIC-2022

Ryde School with Upper Chine Latymer Upper School in London

Felsted School, EssexAKS Lytham, North West of England

 Sessions on French Language
Vanshika    Maskara    from    grade    VIII,     Bhavnidhi,     Paridhi     Goel,     and     Arya     Tulsyan     from     grade     IX     participated     in  the French 
Language Labs spread over 3 sessions from 28th January to 10th February 2022. The first session, hosted by Ecole Alsacienne School, Paris, touched 
the topic of “cultural norms and stereotypes”. The discussion started with some participative fun games like guessing French movies and sharing the 

stereotypes and cultural norms of 
various countries. The participants 
discussed about French food and 
stereotypes as well. The host 
additionally informed about how 
Covid-19 affected the French 
culture. The second session, held 
on 3rd Feb, hosted by Elaraki 
School in Morocco, was led by 
68 participants. The discussions 

revolved around music across the world, and the global impact of big music influencers like The Arctic Monkeys and BTS. Finally, on 10th Feb, 
the third session was hosted by Calgary French & International School in Canada. The main agenda of the discussion was about trans-continental 
cuisines, with 85 active participants. As the sessions were held pre-dominantly in French, the learning outcome proved to be the increasing proficiency 
and grip of non-native participants over the language.
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RS Alumna Inlet

The journey is my home!
A very joyful new year to everyone,

When I close my eyes and think of the word home, all I see are red bricks, check 
skirts, the world’s most beautiful lawns and smiles all around. There is no place 
like home, there is no place like VDJS. Even after almost two years of passing out, 
somewhere in the crimson red walls, my heart lingers. The journey still continues…

Travel had always been a deep passion of mine and through Round Square at VDJS 
I was able to indulge in this completely. In fact, I redefined my understanding of 
an ideal travel plan. It was no longer about staying in luxury hotels, visiting the 
most touristy or historical sites or even getting amazing pictures for your Instagram 
account. I realised the joys of getting to know the culture, learning from the locals 
and most importantly connecting with the people. It became about finding a home 
wherever you go. Every trip I took under the aegis of Round Square was as much a 
journey within as without. Today I feel like an insider to even places like Australia 
or the Bahamas which I haven’t visited personally but where I have close friends 
and a welcoming house thanks to the connections established as part of being in a 
Round Square member School.

Throughout my time at school, I participated in 7 Round Square Projects and had 
the privilege of hosting a Service Project as the School Round Square Student 
Rep. I was a part of three Service Projects, two International Conferences and two 
Exchange Programs. In my last year at school, I had the opportunity to serve as 
Student Round Square Representative under the leadership of Ms Aradhna Malik. 
Whenever I count my blessings, I count the Exchange Program with Rodean 
School, South Africa as one. It truly changed me and gave me a family for a 
lifetime, which I am constantly in contact with. These experiences made me who I 
am today. After graduating from school when I came to the UK for my University 
education, I didn’t have the slightest of fear for being in an unfamiliar country. My 
RS international experiences had prepared me well and I realised how it had made 
me into a confident global citizen. I was prepared to push myself out of my comfort 
zone and embrace the real adventures of life with open arms.

I also learnt some valuable life lessons like the joy of giving. I was a part of the 
Service Project in the valley of Atlas Mountains at the small village Techdirt in 
Morocco. We constructed a 317steps pathway and a school for women. It was the 
most productive I have ever felt and as it always happens, when you give you 
receive much more in return. The warmth, the care and the sensational mint tea that 
we received from the locals there are memories of a lifetime. There are numerous 
such beautiful memories that I gathered as I engaged in the various RS assignments. 
The stars at the ‘camp starlight’ in New York are the most breath-taking thing I 
have ever experienced but more beautiful were those 62 students like me from 18 
different nationalities who realised that no matter how different we were, at night 
we all sleep under the same stars. From my first Round Square as an Exchange 
Student to Thailand, when I was 12, to now as a 19 year old, whenever I talk to my 
Thai friends or try green curry, I have  a massive smile on my face.

Dear Jindalites, being a part of a Round Square activity is a privilege. If you get 
to be a part of it, don’t keep it to yourself; when you return take your friends there 
through   the journey, through you and you will enjoy the way the experience grows.

Bon Voyage on the journey of your life! 

Kritika
Batch of 2020
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King Constantine Award 2021 to Noor Beniwal
Vidya Devi Jindal School, India is honoured to award the 2021 King Constantine Medal to Noor Beniwal for her 
climate change and wildlife activism, participation in international debates, and passion for service.

Noor has been a supporter of democracy within and beyond the school. She has taken a leadership role by 
representing VDJS          in various MUNs, debates and Round Square Conferences. As the Senior School Round 
Square Representative, she participated in and won laurels in several MUNs, and debates hosted by Round 
Square member schools in Oman and  Dubai. She won “the Best Delegate” for three consecutive years. By 
virtue of her  active engagement she developed research, writing, public  speaking, and problem-solving skills. 
She has also proven her skill at negotiation, conflict resolution  and cooperation. During lockdown, she initiated 
online sessions which included weekly Round Square Newsletter meetings and started writing weekly articles 
on mental health (all posted for the VDJS girls and faculty).

Noor actively supports environmental causes. Throughout her Senior School years, she has volunteered her 
time, ideas and services at Friday For Future in their regional chapters. Quite interestingly she credits her first 

zoo trip as the start of her interest in animals, wildlife and broadly speaking the environment.

Her activism journey started with her joining Greta Thunberg’s ‘#Fridays For Future’. She strongly believes that addressing climate change is a 
social justice issue because people of colour and other frontline communities are more likely to feel its negative impacts. Despite all the gloom and 
doom that prevailed during the pandemic she remains hopeful and optimistic that a change of attitudes and a greater sense of awareness about our 
responsibility towards the planet is gradually taking place. Cognizant of the interconnectedness of equity, public health, justice, and climate change 
she is aware of the task and the challenges ahead in the crusade for Climate activism and committed to giving it her 100%. 

Noor has had several meaningful experiences and one notable one among them is the ‘Youth Lead the Change’ (YLC); a global youth leadership 
development program that empowers students to unlock their leadership potential by developing tangible solutions to global problems. Over the 
course of the five-day program, she worked in teams to create a social change project to address issues that she cares about. It led to meaningful self-
discovery as she learned about her passions and strengths, as well as core leadership skills such as collaboration, public speaking, time management 
and self-knowledge. Noor also gained one-on-one coaching from the Harvard trainers, who continue to serve as mentors to her even after the 
program. The additional gain was the opportunity to earn funding and support to implement   her project after the YLC camp ended. Her end project 
was “H2hydro which is a project dedicated to assisting rural areas in India which are facing water shortage or a drought. Together with her team 
she is working towards the SDG of ‘Clean Water and Sanitation.’ Ensuring access to clean drinking water through Life straws or collaborating with 
other NGOs to tackle water scarcity are some of the laudable initiatives undertaken.

A keen sportsperson Noor has a special passion for volleyball which she considers more than a game. Her interest in the game began as a 12 year 
old when she watched her father play the game with his friends. She started playing Volleyball in Volleyball in Junior school and has played 7 
tournaments, 2 districts and 2 Nationals till now. Apart from the finesse that she acquired as a player she also learnt several life skills through the 
Sport. She attributes her persistence, never say die attitude, ability to deal with failure, criticism and self doubt to the lessons seamlessly learnt in 
the Volleyball Court.

Noor has regularly conducted Round Square Student Committee discussions and played a significant role in ensuring the success of Round Square 
assemblies and taken part in RS Postcards and the school's Round Square Newsletter. Through her leadership and guidance, the Jindalites have 
become more aware of the Round Square philosophy.

Throughout last 8 years, she has participated in over 10 Round Square Conferences and 3 service projects. In 2019, she attended the Round Square 
Service Project, hosted by the Doon School, Dehradun, where she showed leadership and maturity. The previous year, Noor represented and led 
VDJS’s own service project. Her resilience, camaraderie and support for her peers during this venture was noteworthy. These experiences helped her 
acquire a global outlook, a deep sense of empathy and the confidence to step out of her comfort zone with aplomb. 

Highlighting her achievements Aradhana Malik, Vidya Devi Jindal School’s Round Square Representative says; “Noor has always shown an 
exemplary attitude towards tackling serious issues. Her continuous efforts and participation in events show the extent of her sincerity. I commend 
and applaud her dedication, and wish her all the very best for her future endeavours.”

Noor will graduate from Vidya Devi Jindal School, India in May 2022. She hopes to study Diplomacy and Foreign Policy with an integrated course 
in environmental studies and a minor in German at Jindal Global University with future ambitions “to represent India in foreign embassies”. She 
also has passion for the defence forces and will be appearing for the exam by the Indian Army. 

We are sanguine that Noor has acquired several key skills and will achieve everything that she sets her eyes on.
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